
From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

As we welcome the month of July, 
I want to begin by sincerely thank-
ing everyone who attended our 
recent Village Town Hall meeting. 
It was encouraging to see so many 
residents come together to hear a 
variety of important topics affect-
ing our community. The questions 
and ideas submitted help make 
Westchester a stronger and more 
engaged village.

I would also like to extend my grat-
itude to School District 92½ for 
graciously hosting the meeting at 
Westchester Intermediate School. 
We appreciate their partnership 
and willingness to provide a wel-
coming venue for this important 
community conversation.

The positive response to our Town 
Hall has reinforced the value of 

these discussions. We plan to 
continue hosting Town Hall meet-
ings throughout the year, and fu-
ture dates and topics will be an-
nounced both in this newsletter 
and on the Village website and so-
cial media channels. I encourage 
all residents to attend and stay 
involved as we continue working 
together to shape Westchester’s 
future.

I am also pleased to share excit-
ing news regarding a significant 
investment in our community. The 
State of Illinois’ Fiscal Year 2027 
budget includes a $15 million ap-
propriation for the Village of West-
chester through the Build Illinois 
Bond Fund. This funding was se-
cured through the leadership and 
support of Speaker of the House 
and our 7th District State Repre-

sentative, Chris Welch. 

For many years, Village leadership 
has carefully evaluated whether 
relocating Village Hall and other 
municipal facilities would be the 
best long-term solution. After ex-
tensive analysis, it became clear 
that renovating and modernizing 
our existing facilities is the most 
responsible and cost-effective ap-
proach for our taxpayers.

This investment will allow us to 
make substantial improvements 
to Village facilities, including 
long-overdue HVAC system re-
placements, roof repairs, critical 
infrastructure upgrades, and ren-
ovations that will modernize our 
workspaces. These improvements 
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Keeping Westchester Safe: Fireworks Safety and Enforcement Reminder

POLICE DEPARTMENT

While the Fourth of July has passed, fire-
works activity often continues throughout 
the month of July. As families and friends 
continue celebrating summer and our na-
tion's historic 250th anniversary, the West-
chester Police Department would like to re-
mind residents that fireworks remain illegal 
in Illinois and can pose significant safety 
risks to our community.

This year marks a special milestone as our 
country celebrates 250 years of indepen-
dence. It is a time to reflect on our nation's 
history, spend time with loved ones, and 
enjoy all that makes our community strong. 
We encourage residents to celebrate respon-
sibly and create lasting memories with fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors in ways that are 
safe for everyone.

As Police Chief, this is my 40th Fourth of 
July season working alongside our officers. 
Every year, we respond to fireworks-related 
complaints, safety concerns, and incidents 
that place people and property at risk. The 
fine for discharging illegal fireworks in 
Westchester is $750 and a mandatory court 
appearance. There will be zero tolerance for 
behavior that puts others in danger.

Why Police Warn Against Shoot-
ing Fireworks

1. Safety Hazards
Fireworks are explosive devices that can 
cause serious injuries and fires. Even items 
often perceived as harmless, such as spar-
klers, can cause severe burns. Children, pets, 
and bystanders are especially vulnerable to 
injury, while stray fireworks can ignite dry 
grass, landscaping, homes, garages, and oth-
er structures.

2. Property Damage
Every year, fireworks cause damage to 

homes, vehicles, and personal property. 
What goes up must come down, and a single 
firework can quickly create a dangerous sit-
uation for an entire neighborhood.

3. Noise and Quality of Life Concerns
Fireworks can be stressful for veterans suf-
fering from PTSD, young children, seniors, 
and pets. The loud and unexpected explo-
sions often cause anxiety, disrupt sleep, and 
can result in frightened pets escaping from 
their homes. In densely populated neigh-
borhoods, repeated fireworks late into the 
evening create significant disturbances for 
residents.

4. Legal and Enforcement Considerations
Illinois law prohibits most consumer fire-
works. Communities invest in professionally 
operated displays conducted by trained and 

licensed personnel to provide a safer alter-
native for public celebrations. Violations of 
local and state laws can result in citations, 
fines, court appearances, and other penal-
ties.

5. Public Safety Priorities
Our officers will continue responding to 
fireworks complaints while balancing oth-
er emergency calls for service. Residents 
should understand that identifying violators 
can be challenging, particularly when fire-
works are being discharged from multiple 
locations simultaneously or from areas that 
are difficult to access.

Westchester is home to approximately 
17,000 residents and over 8,000 homes. 
When fireworks are occurring throughout 
the community at the same time, it can be 

difficult for officers to pinpoint the exact 
location of the offenders. Nevertheless, we 
remain committed to protecting the safety 
and quality of life of all residents and will 
continue to enforce fireworks laws through-
out the season.

I ask our residents for patience and coopera-
tion as we work to address these complaints. 
Together, we can ensure that everyone en-
joys a safe and enjoyable summer while re-
specting our neighbors and the dedicated 
first responders who serve our community 
every day.

Thank you for helping keep Westchester 
safe.

Chief Daniel Babich
Westchester Police Department

From the desk of Police Chief 
Daniel Babich

Westchester Police Department reminds residents that fireworks remain illegal in Illinois and can pose serious safety and quality-of-life risks as sum-
mer celebrations continue throughout July.

WESTCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Have a Tip?
Residents can share information with the 
Westchester Police Department by calling 
the tip line at (708) 345-0060. 

Callers may choose to remain anonymous 
when providing information.
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Village branch collection for July will 
be the week of the 6th – 10th   

August’s collection will be the week of 
August 3rd – 7th 
September’s collection will be the week of 
September 14th – 18th 

The Public Works Department will col-
lect branches the first full working week 
of every month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 
feet in length and stacked with the butt 
ends facing the street in the same direc-
tion. If not stacked properly, the branch-
es may not be collected.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on 
your designated collection day and 
Public Works crews will determine what 
constitutes an open load, which will be 
picked up later in the week (Friday).

• An open load would include any brush 
that will not fit through the chipper such 
as logs, stumps, and large limbs. These 
must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt 
must be removed from any root balls for 
pickup. 

• Public Works Crews will only pass 
through a designated pickup area once 
due to time, scheduling, and other 
workload responsibilities. Crews will not 
come back around once finished, and 
PW does not take collection requests 
outside of the schedule below. 

Landscapers & tree services are 
responsible for their own brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for 
branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim west to 
Wolf and from Canterbury south to 
Windsor -including both sides of Wind-
sor. Also: Waterford, Waverly, Camelot 
and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt south to Cermak- 
from Gardner west to Mannheim.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt north 
to the expressway and from Gardner 
west to Mannheim. Also:         Roosevelt 
south to Canterbury and from Haase 
west to Heidorn.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west 
to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 
31st Street.  

FRIDAY:  Open loads observed during 
scheduled collections above. 

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. 
will occur through the end of December.

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. –  
312-522-1115   
sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, uni-
versal materials, batteries, and swimming 
pool chemicals. This separate collection 
must be pre-scheduled by calling 312-
522-1115.

2026 Labor Day Holiday Rubbish Schedule
• Pick up will be the day after your regu-
larly scheduled collection day, September 
7th – 11th 

Village Watering Restrictions
There are water use restrictions in effect 
every year, May 15th to September 15th, 
from 
12pm to 6pm. This includes:

(1) Outdoor Watering
(2) Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces

(3) Cleaning Buildings
(4) Pool Filling
(5) Sprinkling/ sprinklers

Outdoor water use during unrestricted 
hours (before noon, after 6pm) is allowed 
on even numbered days for residents 
with even numbered addresses, and on 
odd numbered days for residents with 
odd numbered addresses. If we have a 
dry summer, further restrictions may be 
necessary. 

Street Parking Restrictions 
From April 1 through November 30, 
parking restrictions are in effect to sup-
port street maintenance activities. 

Please check posted street signs careful-
ly—it is unlawful to park or leave a ve-
hicle parked during designated weekday 
hours on streets marked for maintenance. 
These restrictions help ensure our streets 
stay clean and well-maintained. 

These restrictions are for one side of the 
street, once a week, 7am-3pm as desig-
nated by posted signage. Please check the 
signs at the ends of your block or check 
the Village website so you don’t receive a 
ticket! 

2025 Water Quality Data Report
The 2025 Water Quality Report is 
available in this newsletter, may also be 
found online at www.westchester-il.gov/
info/water-quality-reports under 2025 
Water Quality Reports (most recent), or 

by scanning the QR code located on the 
back of your utility bill.

2026 Construction News

• Water Main Improvements and LSL Re-
placements – Tentative July 6 start date
o Sunnyside from Windsor to Wakefield 
followed by street paving

o Portsmouth from Gladstone to Roos-
evelt followed by In-House Street paving 
in 2027 

• Street Reconstruction will occur on 
Stratford from the Cul-de-sac to Wake-
field, and on Wakefield from Stratford to 
Sunnyside. Tentative June 1 start date. - 
COMPLETED

• Alley & Green Alley Reconstruction is 
occurring just south of Roosevelt from 
Heidorn to Haase. WILL BE COMPLET-
ED JULY 10th.

As always, residents are asked to call 
Public Works at 708-345-0041 if an 
unusual amount of water is visible in the 
street or parkway. 

This could be a main break or water leak 
that requires our immediate attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends and 
holidays, please call the non-emergency 
number at 708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Presented by the Economic Development Committee

More Than a Pet Store: Kriser's Natural Pet Builds Health, Happiness, and Community

“Helping Pets Live Happier, Healty 
Lives-Naturally” – That is the 
premise behind Kriser’s Natural Pet. 
Kriser's is unlike any pet experience 
in the world. We’re a community 
of experts from nutritionists to 
groomers to behaviorists dedicated 
to holistic pet wellness. Here, you’ll 
find everything you need for your 
pet under one virtual and physical 
roof: natural food, healthy treats, 
supplies, grooming, vet services, and 
helpful advice. Kriser’s even offers a 
comprehensive loyalty program like 
no other that rewards you for every 
way you take care of your pet.

Michelle Gwinn, Store Manager, is 
a long-term employee of Kriser’s. 
Her journey began 8 years ago 
with the company. She started at 
the Park Ridge location but also 
managed other locations such as 
Bucktown, River North, Clybourn, 
and Streeterville.  She loves how 
the corporation supports their local 
stores.  “When the company began 
expanding our Park Ridge location, 
I remember the entire team coming 
out to support the move and worked 
together on the expansion of more 
services.”  But Michelle kept coming 
back to one important concept: It’s 
about building relationships.  “We 
treat you like family”.    She wants to 
get to know the people who come in 
to the store and live in the commu-
nity. She wants to find ways to keep 
your pet healthy and happy.  

Kriser’s offers professional grooming 
services, which include a bath, brush 
out, blow dry, haircut, nail trim, 
and ear cleaning. They also offer 
walk-in services, such as nail trim, 
nail grind, tooth brushing, and paw 
pad shave. Want to give your pet a 
bath yourself? No problem, check 
out Kriser’s self-wash station where 
everything is provided to success-
fully get the job done, and best of all, 
Kriser’s take care of the mess! Need 
food or treats? Kriser’s has a large 
supply of food products which Mi-

chelle describes as “Whole Foods for 
Pets”.  And yes, you can find collars, 
bedding materials, toys, grooming 
supplies and supplements!
The one major standout with Kriser’s 
Natural Pet is that you discover their 
genuine commitment to being part 
of the community.  Almost imme-
diately, Kriser’s began ingraining 
themselves in the community by 
welcoming everyone to their open 
house style in-store adoption events, 
participating in the Westchester 
Little League opening day parade, 
LaGrange parade, Boy Scouts BBQ 
cook out, and joining the Westches-
ter Chamber of Commerce. 

They have sponsored the local 
Westchester Little League team and 
North Riverside Baseball, supported 
our local Boy Scouts troop, and sup-
port of both the Westchester and the 
Brookfield Food Pantries.   Kriser’s is 
excited about the 4th of July Parade 
and the Party in the Park and always 
looking for new ways to give support 
to our community. 
Michelle is truly grateful for the 
support she has received from 
Village Hall and staff, Chamber of 
Commerce, and Local Fire/Police 
Department. She has built relation-
ships with some of the Trustees and 
their pets, has got to know members 
of the Economic Development 
Committee, and celebrates that 
some of the surrounding businesses 
have given them strong support.
Kriser’s Westchester has a strong 
team of four passionate pet lovers 
ready to offer all advice to pet par-
ents. Their hope is to always provide 
help for pets and their owners, and 
for everyone in town to get to know 
them. Stop in and experience it for 
yourself!

Kriser’s Natural Pet
3042 Wolf Road, Westchester, IL 
Phone: (224) 351-3763
Email:  Store416@krisers.com
Facebook: Kriser’s Natural Pet
Instagram: Kriserspets

The team at Kriser's Natural Pet is dedicated to helping pets live healthier, happier lives through expert care, natural 
products, and a strong commitment to the Westchester community.

Kriser's Natural Pet features a wide selection of natural treats, nutritious foods, 
and healthy snacks to help pets enjoy happier, healthier lives.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

From holistic pet wellness and professional grooming to local events and community part-
nerships, Kriser's Natural Pet is helping Westchester's pets—and their people—thrive.

Kriser's Natural Pet, located at 3042 Wolf Road in Westchester, offers natural pet food, professional grooming, self-wash 
stations, wellness products, and personalized guidance for pet owners throughout the community.
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Grassroots Garden Group, a com-
munity-oriented collection of green 
thumbs in Westchester, presents its 
8th Annual “Westchester Garden 
Walk” on Saturday, July 18, from 
9am-1pm. The garden walk follows 
a record-setting 8th annual plant sale 
that took place in May. 

Grassroots Garden Group would like 
to thank the community for continu-
ing to support our events, including 
the plant sale and garden walk, which 
have raised more than $50,000 in do-
nations for our strategic partner, the 
Westchester Food Pantry. 

This year’s garden walk will feature 
seven beautiful gardens located in 
three neighborhoods in town. Driv-

ing or bicycling is encouraged to get 
from one neighborhood to the next, 
but then you are able to walk from 
one garden to the next, if desired.  It 
is a “garden walk,” after all!

The garden walk will begin with 
attendee check-in at the Westches-
ter fountain gardens located at the 
northeast corner of Mannheim 
Road and Cermak Road.  Parking is 
available on Crestwood Lane. Before 
venturing out on the walk, be sure 
to visit the fountain gardens Grass-
roots Garden Group members have 
revitalized and continue to maintain.  
For your shopping pleasure, don’t 
forget to check out the GGG Market, 
featuring fun, whimsical garden-re-
lated merchandise. Lastly, be sure to 

purchase your raffle tickets and see 
the prizes in person!“The Westches-
ter Garden Walk has become a be-
loved signature summer event in our 
community, drawing residents from 
across Proviso Township to celebrate 
the beauty of our neighborhoods and 
the hard work of residents. It’s truly 
a not-to-be-missed showcase of local 
gardens that brings us all together,” 
said Westchester Village President 
Greg Hribal. Featuring a variety of 
garden styles, this year’s garden walk 
has something for everyone. From 
creative ways to add native plants, 
enhancing border gardens, or creat-
ing an amazing vegetable garden, ex-
perienced gardeners as well as novice 
gardeners seeking inspiration will 
find it.

“Year after year, we continue to be 
amazed at the bountiful stock of 
outstanding gardens that help beau-
tify our community,” said Bethanny 
Alexander, president of Grassroots 
Garden Group. “The generosity of 
garden owners, who are willing to 
share their gardens for a day, pro-
vides inspiration for all of us.”
  
Tickets for the garden walk cost $20 
in advance and $25 the day of the 
garden walk. Garden walk tickets and 
raffle prize tickets can be purchased 
online. The highlight of raffle prizes 
is a $250 gift card generously donated 
by Hinsdale Nurseries. Tickets, and 
all garden walk details, can be found 
at www.grassrootsgardengroup.org. 
Founded in 2015, Grassroots Garden 

Group is a volunteer organization 
whose mission is to help make West-
chester a more beautiful community. 
To learn more about the 2026 West-
chester Garden Walk and Grassroots 
Garden Group, visit www.grassroots-
gardengroup.org; email grassroots-
group2015@gmail.com; or follow 
on Facebook.com/grassrootsgarden-
group and Instagram @grassroots_
garden_group. 

WESTCHESTER  GARDEN WALK  
GRASSROOTS GARDEN GROUP
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James Rowan Presents

Westward Expansion
Sunday – June 28, 2026

1 to 3 pm

Wolf Road Prairie House
11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester

	 JULY 2026     17



18 	 JULY 2026



	 JULY 2026     19



20 	 JULY 2026



         JULY 2026     21

SCHOOL DISTRICT



SCHOOL DISTRICT
22 	 JULY 2026



Water Quality and 
Sustainability in Our 

Community
By Mariana Nicolae
Commissioner
GROW Ecological Commission

Water sustainability in residential 
areas means using our resources effi-
ciently while protecting the quality of 
the water we drink. 

By adopting a few simple habits, we 
can conserve water, lower utility bills, 
and protect our local environment.

Here are the best practices for pro-
moting water sustainability and 
safety at home:

Part 1: Smart Water Conservation

1. Upgrade to Water-Efficient Fix-
tures

• Look for WaterSense certified fix-
tures to significantly reduce waste. 

Ideal standards include toilets (max 
1.28 gallons per flush), bathroom 
faucets (1.5 gallons per minute), and 
showerheads (2.0 gallons per min-
ute).

• Choose high-efficiency appliances, 
such as modern dishwashers, which 
use just 2.4–3 gallons per cycle and 
washing machines.

2. Capture and Reuse Water
• Rainwater Harvesting: Collect and 
store rainwater from your rooftop us-
ing barrels or tanks for outdoor use.

• Greywater Recycling: Where per-
mitted, reuse water from sinks, show-
ers, and washing machines to irrigate 
your garden.

3. Sustainable Landscaping
• Plant native or drought-tolerant 
species that require minimal water-
ing.
• Use drip irrigation systems with au-
tomatic timers to avoid overwatering.
• Water your garden early in the 
morning or late in the evening to 
minimize evaporation.

4. Catch Leaks Early
• Monitor your water meters and 
consider smart leak detectors.

• Regularly check and repair leaky 
pipes, faucets, and toilets. Even a tiny, 
silent leak can waste hundreds of 
gallons of water over time.

5. Simple Daily Habits
• Turn off the tap while brushing 
your teeth or scrubbing dishes.
• Aim for shorter showers 
(3–5 minutes).
• Only run your dishwasher and 
washing machine with full loads.
 
Part 2: Protecting Your Water Quality

In the United States, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
establishes strict safety standards 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA). However, once water enters 
your home, there are several crucial 
steps you should take to ensure its 
integrity:

•  Use Certified Filtration: 
For standard drinking water, use a 
refrigerator filter or a pitcher (like 
a Brita) certified for NSF-40 and 
NSF-53 standards. These are specifi-
cally rated to filter out chlorine, lead, 
chromium, and other potentially 
harmful contaminants.

• Cook with Cold Water Only: 
Never use hot water straight from the 
kitchen faucet for cooking or drink-
ing. Hot water tanks can dissolve 
and trap contaminants more easily; 
always draw cold water and heat it on 
the stove or in a kettle.

• Avoid Bathroom Taps for Drink-
ing: Do not drink from the bathroom 

faucet. Fixtures installed before 2010 
were permitted to contain up to 8% 
lead. Kitchen faucets are held to 
much stricter standards to prevent 
chemicals from leaching into your 
water.

• Skip the Garden Hose: 
Never drink from an outdoor garden 
hose. Outdoor spigots often contain 
lead, and the hose itself can leach 
chemicals into the water—especially 
when heated by the summer sun.

• Flush the Lines After Vacation: 
When returning home from a trip, 
run your faucets for 3–4 minutes 
before using the water. This clears 
out any stagnant water that has been 
sitting in your pipes and fixtures.

• Clear the Lines After Repairs: 
If water service is temporarily inter-
rupted for local emergency repairs, 
run all of your faucets until the water 
flows completely clear and free of 
debris before using it.

Light and great for summer, this 
chickpea mash comes together 
quickly, no oven required. 

Toast your favorite bread to make a 
sandwich, wrap in lettuce or tortilla, 
or use as a dip. Enjoy!  

Mashed Chickpea Sandwich 
with Cranberries 

Ingredients
• 540 ml canned chickpeas, drained 
and rinsed 

• 3 tbsp vegan mayo, or regular 
• 1/3 cup chopped walnuts 
• 3 ribs of celery, diced 
• 1/4 red onion, diced 
• 1/3 cup unsweetened dried cranber-
ries, sweetened also works 
• 1/4 cup chopped parsley 
• 1 tsp garlic powder 
• 1 lemon, juiced 
• 3/4 tsp salt 
• 1/4 tsp pepper 
 
Instructions
•  Add the drained and rinsed chick-
peas to a large bowl and mash with 

a potato masher or fork until mostly 
mashed, leaving a few chickpeas intact 
for texture.  

• Add the remaining ingredients to 
the bowl and mix together until well 
combined. 
Source: www.allrecipes.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to 
share with the community?  

Send it to: GROW@westchester-il.gov  
for  consideration for future newslet-
ters. 

Recipe of the Month

Did you know? 

- Only about 3% of the total 

water supply on Earth is fresh 

or drinkable water (30% of this 

fresh water is found in lakes, 

rivers, and underground aqua-

phor, while70% is locked in ice 

found in Greenland, north pole 

and Antarctica).  The remain-

ing 97% of total water is salty 

water that fills our oceans and 

seas. 

- Causes of fresh water scar-

city is due to pollution and 

climate change.  With warming 

temperatures there is drought, 

runoff due to deforestation, 

and evaporation.        

- From Wikipedia 

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION
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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
Continued from the front page

will not only preserve our pub-
lic buildings for decades to 
come but will also improve op-
erational efficiency, enhance 
customer service, and create a 
more functional environment 
for both residents and Village 
staff.

This appropriation represents 
a once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity to invest in Westches-
ter’s future without placing the 
financial burden on our local 
taxpayers. I want to personally 
thank Speaker Chris Welch for 
his continued partnership and 
commitment to supporting our 
community.  More information 
on the process and timeline for 
the renovations will be openly 
discussed as we begin the proj-
ect. 

Thank you to all who came out 
and supported our Juneteenth 
event this year.  The two-day 
event, which included a Free-
dom Walk and a Community 
Block Party was extremely well 
attended this year.  

Please come out and join us for 
our other events this summer, 
such as Party in the Park which 
will be held at the Westches-
ter Community Center park on 
Friday July 31st and Saturday 

August 1st. And finally, this 
year’s National Night Out will 
once again be held at the West-
chester Intermediate School on 

Tuesday August 4th. We hope 
to see you there.

President Hribal was happy to welcome Illinois House Speaker Emanual 
“Chris” Welch to the Village’s Juneteenth event

	 JULY 2026     25



26 	 JULY 2026



	 JULY 2026     27



28	 JULY 2026



	 JULY 2026     29



30 	 JULY 2026



	 JULY 2026     31



32	 JULY 2026


