
From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

There have been several questions 
and comments recently related to 
how the village obtains or applies 
for local, state or federal grants and 
partnerships, and I want to clarify 
what we have done as a village to 
participate in available programs.  

Westchester utilizes our staff and en-
gineering firm in conjunction with 
a professional grant writing firm, to 
research, review and prepare the ap-
propriate documents for the appli-
cation of a grant.  

Some funding opportunities have 
come from the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District in the form of 
a partnership that provides funding 
for water management initiatives.  

These recent partnerships have 
funded and continue to support 
green alleys, which have removed 
the previous stone alleys. These new 
paved alleys have not only improved 

storm water management but have 
improved the look of the community. 

Grant funding has also been received 
from a Cook County Community De-
velopment Block Grant that has pro-
vided funding for infrastructure im-
provements within our community.  
Westchester in particular has been 
successful in receiving these grants 
at least every other year. 

Several grants have been received 
from federal resources, such as the 
Justice Assistance Grants which have 
funded the hiring of new patrol offi-
cers (which then removes future eli-
gibility for a period of time).  Recent-
ly the police department has been 
awarded funding for replacement 
body armor and replacement tas-
er equipment in addition to paying 
overtime for patrol officers to partic-
ipate in specific targeted programs. 

Westchester has also been success-

ful in receiving grants from the Mo-
ton Arboretum, providing funds to 
increase Westchester’s tree canopy.  
Being a community that has com-
mitted time and efforts to tree man-
agement and planning, we are at a 
substantial advantage of receiving 
these funds for the planting of trees. 

Each opportunity is unique in that 
some require matching funds to pay 
for large portions of a project to be 
considered for receiving state or fed-
eral funds.  

Some grants require a project to 
be pre-engineered before even be-
ing considered for the awarding of 
funds. Some grant awards take a 
towns median income into consider-
ation for eligibility.  

In some cases, the awarding of a 
grant in one year removes eligibil-
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Westchester Fire Department Public Safety Announcement 

To help prevent accidental fires, 
please remember to dispose of 
hot embers and ashes safely.

Always place embers from grills, 
fireplaces, fire pits, and any hot 
materials into separate, flame 
resistant metal containers with 
tight fitting lids.

Important reminders:
• Never place hot embers in plas-
tic, paper, or cardboard contain-
ers.

• Keep all ash containers well 
away from homes, garages, decks, 
and other structures.

• Allow ashes to cool for at least 
48 hours before transferring or 
disposal.

• When possible, douse cooled 
ashes with water and stir to en-
sure they’re fully extinguished.

• If you have any questions on 
safe mitigation procedures. 
Please contact Westchester Fire 
Dept. at (708)345-0433. 

Your caution helps keep our 
community safe.

Thank you for doing your part to 
prevent fires!

Westchester’s Unsung Heroes
The following message was sub-
mitted by a local library patron:

“Earlier this year, a local library 
patron was fortunate enough to 
have Library Director Patrick 
Callaghan and his staff answer 
the call of duty. A library mem-
ber experienced a medical emer-
gency that left him incapacitated, 
and staff was able to perform 
lifesaving CPR measures until 
the Westchester Fire Department 

paramedics arrived to contin-
ue advanced life support and 
transport the patient to Edward 
Elmhurst Hospital. The patient 
was placed on a ventilator and 
slowly improved. After spending 
approximately six weeks in the 
hospital, the patient continues to 
recover steadily.

The patient wishes to remain 

anonymous but sends his sincere 
thanks and gratitude to the peo-
ple who truly helped save his life. 
THANK YOU!”

---
The Westchester Fire Depart-
ment commends the Westches-
ter Public Library staff for their 
quick actions and willingness to 
step in during an emergency. The 

department regularly offers free 
CPR classes to help community 
members gain lifesaving skills. 
A schedule of upcoming classes 
will be released soon — please 
stay tuned so you too can be pre-
pared to help in an emergency.

On Saturday, May 9, Grassroots 
Garden Group held its 8th annual 
plant sale at the fountain park at 
the corner of Mannheim and Cer-
mak. 

The plant sale featured a wide 
variety of plants and vegetables. 
New this year, GGG Market was 
on-site selling a variety of yard art 
and postcards. Buoyed by perfect 
weather, the community came out 
in strong support, pushing plant 

sales to a record $3,425. 

As is customary for the plant sale, 
Grassroots Garden Group donat-
ed net proceeds from the plant sale 
to the Westchester Food Pantry. 

Grassroots Garden Group would 
like to thank everyone who came 
out in support of the plant sale. 
And please mark your calendar 
for the 8th annual Westchester 
Garden Walk, taking place on Sat-

urday, July 18th.

To learn more about the upcoming 
garden walk, and general infor-
mation about Grassroots Garden 
Group, visit us at www.grassroots-
gardengroup.org; email us at 
grassrootsgroup2015@gmail.com; 
or follow us on  facebook.com/
grassrootsgardengroup. 

From the Fire Department

As warmer weather brings more outdoor activity and seasonal routines, the Westchester Fire Department encourages residents to review fire safety practices, 
including keeping extinguishers accessible and staying prepared for potential hazards.

GGG Founder & President Bethanny Alexander presents $3,425 
to Westchester Food Pantry Executive Director Amanda Grant 
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GRASSROOTS GARDEN 
GROUP PLANT SALE A 
HUGE SUCCESS!
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Police-Recommended Tips for Walking Alone Safely

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police and safety experts emphasize that 
awareness, preparation, quick thinking 
and running scenarios through your mind 
ahead of time if you were attacked are keys 
to protecting yourself both physically and 
mentally when walking alone. It’s not a 
matter of being paranoid, it’s a matter of 
survival! 

1. Always Stay Aware of Your Surround-
ings
Avoid distractions when alone. Excessive 
phone use, headphones, or loud music, 
that can make you less unaware of your 
environment. Keep your head up con-
stantly, scan all around you, and always 
trust your instincts if something feels off 
base. If something makes you uncomfort-
able walk to the opposite side of the street, 
while still checking what might be coming 
up from behind you.  
 
2. Travel in Groups When Possible
Walking with a friend or in a group reduc-
es the risk of being targeted by those that 
are watching you without your knowledge. 
If alone, stick to well-lit, populated areas 
and avoid isolated spots like dark alleys, 
parking lots, deserted streets, or walking 
trails.

3. Use Public Spaces
Stay in busy areas such as stores, parks, 
or main roads. Avoid shortcuts through 
empty or unfamiliar locations, especially 
alleyways.

4. Vary Your Routine
Change your walking routes and times 
to make it harder for someone to predict 
your movements. If you feel that your be-
ing followed on foot or by a car call 911 
and begin walking to a public location. 
Take a picture of the vehicle if possible or 
warn the individual in a firm voice “please 
leave me be” and keep walking away until 
police arrive. Stay on the phone with the 
police dispatch center until police arrive.

5. Carry Safety Tools
Have a self-defense item you’re comfort-
able using, such as pepper spray, a loud 
personal air horn alarm, whistle, or a tac-
tical flashlight. If need be, a small pocket 
knife as your last resort if you are truly 
being physically attacked and fighting for 
your life. Nobody wants to hurt anyone 
but if that person is determined to take 
your life you must be just as determined 
to protect your own life first! 

6. Learn Basic Self-Defense
Know how to break free from grabs, strike 
vulnerable areas, and use your elbows and 
knees effectively. This can cause more 
damage to the offender, then just your fist. 
Hit them with all you got and never stop 
fighting. Practice these moves on a punch-
ing bag so you can act quickly if needed 
and build strength/confidence surprising 

your attacker and drawing attention.

7. Be Cautious Around Strangers
Watch for red flags like overly persistent 
help offers, repeatedly asking for direc-
tions, or someone following you being 
flirtatious. If suspicious, enter a store or 
crowded area and call for help. Try gaining 
as much distance from them and hopeful-
ly they get the hint.  
8. Use Ride-Share Services Safely
If using ride-share, verify the driver’s li-
cense plate and name, share your location 
with someone, and limit any information 
about yourself to the driver. 

9. Make a Scene if Needed
If you sense danger, blow a whistle, yell 
“Help!”, or wave your arms to draw atten-
tion from others in the area that will hope-
fully help against the attacker or make him 

retreat.  

10. Tell Someone Your Route
Always let a trusted friend, family mem-
ber, or coworker know your planned 
route, expected return time, and check in 
when you’re back. Especially, when your 
involved in a possible hostile relationship. 

BOTTOM LINE: Walking alone can be 
safe if you stay alert, use public spaces, 
carry safety tools, and trust your instincts. 
Preparation and confidence go a long way 
in reducing risk. We live in a world that we 
must always be on our guard and expect 
the unexpected. I speak from experience 
because I lost my sister to a man in 1987 as 
a young police officer. The individual was 
obsessed with her and took her life. He 
died in prison but I still think of her daily 
and that I was not there to protect her. 

From the desk of Police Chief Daniel Babich

Safety experts say awareness, preparation, and trusting your instincts are essential strategies for staying safe while walking alone, emphasizing that 
confidence and quick thinking can help reduce personal risk.

WESTCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Have a Tip?
Residents can share information with the 
Westchester Police Department by calling 
the tip line at (708) 345-0060. 

Callers may choose to remain anonymous 
when providing information.
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Village branch collection for June will 
be the week of the 1st – 5th   

July’s collection will be the week of July 
6th – 10th 
August’s collection will be the week of 
August 3rd – 7th 

The Public Works Department will col-
lect branches the first full working week 
of every month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 
feet in length and stacked with the butt 
ends facing the street in the same direc-
tion. If not stacked properly, the branch-
es may not be collected.

• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 
feet in length and stacked with the butt 
ends facing the street in the same direc-
tion. If not stacked properly, the branch-
es may not be collected.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on 
your designated collection day and 
Public Works crews will determine what 
constitutes an open load, which will be 
picked up later in the week (Friday).

• An open load would include any brush 
that will not fit through the chipper such 
as logs, stumps, and large limbs. These 
must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt 
must be removed from any root balls for 
pickup. 

• Public Works Crews will only pass 
through a designated pickup area once 
due to time, scheduling, and other 
workload responsibilities. Crews will not 
come back around once finished, and 
PW does not take collection requests 
outside of the schedule below. 

Landscapers & tree services are 
responsible for their own brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for 
branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim west to 
Wolf and from Canterbury south to 
Windsor -including both sides of Wind-
sor. Also: Waterford, Waverly, Camelot 
and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt south to Cermak- 
from Gardner west to Mannheim.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north 
to the expressway and from Gardner Rd 
west to Mannheim  Rd. Also, Roosevelt 
Rd south to Canterbury St from Haase 
Ave west to Heidorn Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west 
to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st 

Street.     

FRIDAY: Open loads observed during 
scheduled collections above.

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. 
will occur through the end of December.

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. –  
312-522-1115   
sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, 
universal materials, batteries, long fluo-
rescent lightbulbs, and swimming pool 
chemicals. 

This separate collection must be 
pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

2026 Juneteenth Holiday Rubbish Schedule
• There will be no change to the rubbish 
schedule the week of June 15th – 19th 

Village Watering Restrictions
There are water use restrictions in effect 
every year, May 15th to September 15th, 
from 
12pm to 6pm. This includes:

(1) Outdoor Watering
(2) Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces
(3) Cleaning Buildings
(4) Pool Filling
(5) Sprinkling/ sprinklers

Outdoor water use during unrestricted 
hours (before noon, after 6pm) is allowed 
on even numbered days for residents 
with even numbered addresses, and on 
odd numbered days for residents with 
odd numbered addresses. If we have a 
dry summer, further restrictions may be 
necessary. 

Street Parking Restrictions 
From April 1 through November 30, 
parking restrictions are in effect to sup-
port street maintenance activities. 

Please check posted street signs careful-
ly—it is unlawful to park or leave a ve-
hicle parked during designated weekday 
hours on streets marked for maintenance. 
These restrictions help ensure our streets 
stay clean and well-maintained. 

These restrictions are for one side of the 
street, once a week, 7am-3pm as desig-
nated by posted signage. Please check the 
signs at the ends of your block or check 
the Village website so you don’t receive a 
ticket! 

2026 Construction News

• Spring Concrete Restoration has been 
completed.

• Water Main Improvements and LSL 
- Sunnyside from Windsor to Wakefield   
followed by street paving
- Portsmouth from Gladstone to Roos-
evelt followed by In-House street paving 
in 2027 

• Street Reconstruction will occur on 
Stratford from the Cul-de-sac to Wake-
field, and on Wakefield from Stratford to 
Sunnyside. Tentative June 1 start date.

• Alley & Green Alley Reconstruction 
is occurring just south of Roosevelt from 
Heidorn to Haase.

As always, residents are asked to call 
Public Works at 708-345-0041 if an 
unusual amount of water is visible in the 
street or parkway. 

This could be a main break or water leak 
that requires our immediate attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends and 
holidays, please call the non-emergency 
number at 708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS

2026 Utility Rate Update – Effective July 1

Water: $21.13 per 1,000 gallons

Sewer: $4.43 per 1,000 gallons

No changes to water/sewer infrastructure fees

Will be reflected on September bill

Supports long-term capital improvements, 

including water main and lead service line replacements
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Presented by the Economic Development Committee

Serving Westchester with Trust, Service, and Community Values: The Byline Bank Story

This month we are proud to 
highlight Byline Bank, a long-
time financial institution that 
has servicing Westchester and 
the surrounding communities 
for more than 20 years. 

Byline Bank has established 
themselves at the corner of 
Cermak and Wolf Road (11211 
Cermak Road) – a location that 
residents may be familiar with 
as a bank as prior to Byline 
there was Westbank and Inland 
Bank. 

While the name on the building 
has changed over time, Byline 
believes in fostering a commit-
ment to the community.

For more than 20 years, Byline 
Bank has continued to provide 
relationship-based banking 
while remaining actively in-
volved in the western suburbs. 

Their mission has always cen-
tered on delivering accessible fi-
nancial services while building 
meaningful relationships with 
residents, families, and local 
businesses.

Leading the Westchester branch 
is Joseph Christopher, Assis-
tant Vice President and Senior 
Branch Manager, who brings 
more than 30 years of banking 
and lending experience to the 
community. 

Alongside Joseph is a dedicated 
team of employees, many of 
whom have served the West-
chester branch for years.

 Joseph takes pride in fostering 
a workplace culture built on 
respect, collaboration, and pro-
fessional growth, while Byline 
continues to invest in employee 
development and training op-
portunities.

Joseph shared that one of the 
reasons Byline has remained 
in Westchester for so many 
years is because “Westchester 
values long-term relationships, 
which mirrors how Byline does 
business.” 

He noted that the continued en-
gagement of residents, business 
owners, and village leadership 

has helped create meaningful 
connections throughout the 
community. 

The village’s stability and 
collaborative spirit have made 
Westchester a place where 
Byline can continue to grow 
alongside its customers.

Byline Bank offers full-service 
community banking and works 
closely with individuals, fam-
ilies, and businesses to under-
stand their financial goals and 
provide tailored solutions. 

Joseph explained that Byline 
strives to advise and educate 
customers so they can meet and 
exceed their financial objec-
tives. 

While the bank continues to 
emphasize personal service, 
it also offers modern digital 
banking tools that provide con-
venience and accessibility for 
customers.

What continues to set Byline 
Bank apart is its relation-
ship-driven approach. 

Customers work directly with 
experienced bankers who un-
derstand both the community 
and the local market. 

Byline combines the capabil-
ities and resources of a larger 
financial institution with the 
responsiveness and accessibility 
of a community bank. 

One of the bank’s most signif-
icant milestones has been its 
growth to $10 billion in assets, 
allowing Byline to provide ex-
panded expertise while main-
taining the personal service 
their customers value.

Byline Bank’s mission remains 
focused on helping people, 
businesses, and communities 
thrive by delivering meaningful 
financial solutions and person-
alized service while fostering 
long-term relationships.

Looking ahead, Byline Bank 
sees continued opportunities to 
strengthen partnerships within 
the community and support 
Westchester’s growth. 

Through collaboration with lo-
cal government, businesses, and 

organizations such as the West-
chester Chamber of Commerce, 
park district, and library, Byline 

hopes to remain a trusted finan-
cial resource in the community 
for years to come.

Joseph Christopher, Assistant Vice President and Senior Branch Manager of Byline Bank’s Westchester location, stands 
alongside his dedicated team, whose commitment to personalized service and community relationships has helped make 
Byline a trusted financial partner in Westchester for more than 20 years.

For more than two decades, Byline Bank has remained committed to serving Westchester and the surrounding 
communities through relationship-based banking, personalized financial solutions, and active community involvement.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

For more than 20 years, Byline Bank has combined personalized service, lasting relationships, and modern fi-
nancial solutions to help Westchester families, businesses, and the broader community thrive.



G E T  A  F R E E

Scan here or visit 
CavanaughTeam.com 
and click Contact Us 

to request yours!

Yard Flag

JEN CAVANAUGH
Coldwell Banker Realtor
708-408-9910
Jen.Cavanaugh@cbexchange.com

Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC. 
One per customer. While supplies last.
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  

BBeellllwwoooodd  ·  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  ·  BBrrooaaddvviieeww  ·  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  ·  FFoorreesstt  PPaarrkk  ·  HHiillllssiiddee  ·  
LLaaGGrraannggee  PPaarrkk  ·  MMaayywwoooodd  ·  MMeellrroossee  PPaarrkk  ·  NNoorrtthh  RRiivveerrssiiddee  ·  

NNoorrtthhllaakkee  ·  SSttoonnee  PPaarrkk  ·  WWeessttcchheesstteerr  ·  WWeesstteerrnn  SSpprriinnggss  

++  OOnnllyy  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviissoo  TToowwnnsshhiipp++  

 

JJuunnee  22002266  
Time to enjoy your garden and listen to the birds sing! We can help you bring out your summer 
furniture so you can enjoy the warmth of the sun. It’s also time to caulk around your windows. 

Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and 
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                       

      Gay F. Chase - Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 



LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB?
Interfaith Career Network offers FREE assistance; OPEN TO ALL!

  “ The Power of Networking For Your Job Search" 
      by Audrey Southard

Thursday, June 18th at 7pm

St. John of the Cross Parish Center, 5005 Wolf Road, Western Springs

The Power of Networking is about building genuine connections 
that can open doors a resume alone cannot. Many job opportunities 
are never publicly advertised, and many positions are filled through 
referrals, recommendations, or internal connections. This means 
that who you know—and who knows your skills, strengths, and 
value—can play a major role in your career journey. For job seekers, 
networking is often just as important as having a strong resume. 
While skills and experience are essential, relationships can create 
opportunities, provide guidance, and help you stand out in a 
competitive job market.

Our speaker, Audrey Southard, has been in the HR profession for 
over 30 years. She has led HR teams as SVP at Follett and now 
owns her own consulting business specializing in HR support for 
multiple organizations. Audrey also provides Executive Coaching to 
business executives. Audrey serves on the Advisory Board for 
Goodwin Inc., a chemical solutions manufacturer based in Garden 
Grove, California.   

We look forward to seeing you!
                                

Visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com 
for additional resources!

We look forward to seeing you!Visit 
www.interfaithcareernetwork.com for additional resources!
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James Rowan Presents

Westward Expansion
Sunday – June 28, 2026

1 to 3 pm

Wolf Road Prairie House
11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester

Aging Care Connections’ mission is “to
enrich the quality of life in our community

by providing older adults and their
families with guidance and support that

enhances the ability to age well.” 

Aging Care Connections
111 W. Harris Ave., La Grange, Illinois 60525 | P: 708-354-1323

W: AgingCareConnections.org | E: info@agingcareconnections.org

Adult Protective Services: We receive and
investigate reports of abuse, neglect, and/or
exploitation of older adults (60+) and disabled
adults (18+). 
Aging Well Neighborhood: Uniting older
adults, businesses, and services for lifelong
wellness, home aging support, chronic
condition management, health education, and
an age-friendly community. 
Benefits Assistance: Trained staff and
volunteers help older adults access entitled
benefits and services. 
Caregiver Support: Offering counseling,
support groups, and respite care for those
caring for older adults. 
Chore Housekeeping: A monthly/bi-monthly
program to assist with personal care and
housekeeping tasks that can also help to meet
necessary transportation needs.
Comprehensive Care Coordination: Aging
specialists offer in-home assessment, service
linkages, care planning, and ongoing
monitoring to support older adults and families.
Congregate Meals: Socialization and nutritious
meals for older adults (60+) in a congregate
setting, for a suggested donation.
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Support
groups, counseling, education, and resources
for grandparents raising grandchildren.

 Housing Assistance: Person-centered services
to preserve housing and prevent homelessness
for older adults.
 Home Repair: Minor repairs and modifications
for older individuals to stay at home safely and
comfortably. 
Information and Assistance: We provide
comprehensive info about local, state & federal
resources essential to older adults & their
family. 
Options Counseling: Long-term care education,
decision support, and assistance with enrolling
in public programs. 
Senior Opportunities and Services: Designed
to meet the needs of older at-risk individuals
through referral to existing health, employment,
housing, legal, consumer, transportation, mental
health and other services. 
Special Diet Home Delivered Meals: We assess
and provide meals to homebound older adults
who are unable to prepare meals or require a
special diet. 
Transitional Care: Linkages and expedited
support for clients returning home from
healthcare facilities, helping prevent
unnecessary institutionalization.
Transportation Assistance: We connect older
adults to transportation services that meet their
needs and are appropriate for their limitations.

Anti-Discrimination Statement 
Aging Care Connections does not discriminate in admission to programs or treatment of employment in
compliance with appropriate state and federal statutes. If you feel you have been discriminated against,

call 708-354-1323. 
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Would you like more information? Visit our website at
www.agingcareconnections.org or call us at 708-354-1323
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SCHOOL DISTRICT



SCHOOL DISTRICT
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This recipe is an easy and quick meat-free 
and dairy-free meal, works great for lunch 
or a side dish, and is easy to customize with 
your favorite veggies and herbs. Enjoy!  
Enjoy! 

Hashbrowns, Spinach and 
Tomato Pie

Ingredients
• 1 ¼ cups vegetable broth 
• 1 cup uncooked couscous 
• 3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

• 2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
• 1 teaspoon red wine vinegar 
• ½ teaspoon ground cumin 
• 2 (15 ounce) cans black beans, drained 
• 8 green onions, chopped 
• 1 red bell pepper, seeded and chopped 
• 1 cup frozen corn kernels, thawed 
• ¼ cup chopped fresh cilantro 
• salt and pepper to taste 

Instructions
• Bring broth to a boil in a 2-quart or larger 
saucepan. Stir in couscous, cover the pot, 
and remove from heat. Let stand for 5 
minutes. 

• Whisk together olive oil, lime juice, vine-
gar, and cumin in a large bowl. Add beans, 
green onions, red bell pepper, corn, and 
cilantro; toss to coat. 
• Fluff couscous well, breaking up any 
chunks. Add to vegetables in the bowl and 
mix well. Season with salt and pepper. Serve 
at once or refrigerate until ready to serve. 
Source: www.allrecipes.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to share 
with the community?  

Send it to: GROW@westchester-il.gov  for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month

Did you know? 

According to the Natural Resources 

Defense Council (NRDC), 

environmental justice is based on the 

idea that all people and communities 

have a right to equal protection and 

equal enforcement of environmental 

laws and regulations. 

It’s a reminder that healthy 

environments benefit everyone.

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION

Juneteenth, 
Freedom, and 

Environmental 
Justice 

By: Demitrus Evans
GROW Commissioner

A Short Reflection 
Juneteenth celebrates freedom, progress, re-
silience, and justice. It marks the end of Af-
rican’s being in the dark about slavery’s end 
in the United States. It reminds us of the im-
portance of opportunity, dignity, and com-
munity.

Today, conversations about justice continue 
in many forms, including environmental jus-
tice.

Environmental justice is the idea that all 
communities deserve:
• clean air
• clean water
• healthy neighborhoods
• safe parks
• healthy food
• and protection from environmental harm

Freedom is not only physical. Healthy and 
thriving communities are also part of long-
term opportunity and quality of life.

What Is Environmental Justice?

Environmental justice means:
• all communities deserve healthy environ-
ments

• no community should carry unfair environ-
mental burdens

• every child deserves safe places to grow and 
play

• communities deserve clean air, water, and 
green spaces

• people should have a voice in decisions af-
fecting their neighborhoods

Examples may include:
• pollution
• flooding
• food deserts
• unsafe water
• poor air quality
• lack of green space or trees

Why This Matters
Environmental issues affect everyday life.

Health and environment are connected, and 
sustainability is not only about nature — it is 
also about people, families, and communities.

Environmental challenges can contribute to:

• asthma
• heat exposure in urban neighborhoods
• limited access to healthy food
• lack of green space
• stress on families and communities

The Economic Impact
Environmental issues do not only affect 
health — they can also affect financial stabili-
ty and economic opportunity.

Communities impacted by environmental 

challenges may experience:
• increased medical expenses

• missed workdays

• lost wages

• reduced productivity

• long-term health complications

• higher stress on families

When people are sick more often because 
of environmental conditions, the economic 
impact can affect entire households and com-
munities.
Environmental justice is also connected to 
creating healthier, stronger, and more eco-
nomically stable communities.

The Connection to Juneteenth
Juneteenth reminds us that freedom and jus-
tice matter.

Environmental justice asks an important 
question:
Do all communities have equal access to 
healthy environments and opportunity?

Building stronger communities 
requires:
• awareness
• collaboration
• education
• investment
• and long-term commitment to future 
   generations

What Can We Do?
Individuals
• plant trees and gardens
• support community clean-up efforts
• teach children environmental responsibility
• support local sustainability programs

Communities
• improve parks and green spaces
• encourage beautification and recycling
• support environmental education
• create healthier public spaces

Businesses
• think about sustainability
• reduce waste
• support community partnerships
• invest responsibly

Two Things To Remember
1. Environmental justice is about people as 
much as the environment.

2. Healthy communities help create stronger 
futures for everyone.

Final Thought
Juneteenth reminds us that progress mat-
ters. Environmental justice challenges us to 
continue building communities where every 
family has the opportunity to live, grow, and 
thrive in healthy environments.

Green Fact of the Month
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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
Continued from the front page

ity for the subsequent year or 
years.  Our professional grant 
writers have experience deter-
mining how eligible we are for 
each opportunity and, in some 
cases, advise us exactly what 
types of requests will be hon-
ored.  

Westchester will always con-
tinue to engage in thoughtful 
planning and seek funds that 
are available using every re-
source we have to maintain or 
improve Westchester in an ef-
fort to reduce the financial bur-
den on our residents.   

2025 Green Alley Project – Received ~$70,000 in grant funds2025 Water Main Improvements Program – Received $200,000 in grant funds
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118 N. CLARK STREET CHICAGO, IL 60602(312) 603-5656

Sign-up at cookcountyclerk.com/veterans
or by visiting 118 N. Clark, Room 120, Chicago, IL, 60602.

For more information, call the Cook County Clerk's
Veterans Services Office at (312) 603-5788.

THE COOK COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICETHE COOK COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

MONICA GORDONMONICA GORDONMONICA GORDON
COOK COUNTY CLERKCOOK COUNTY CLERK

WHITE SOX TICKET
FOR COOK COUNTY VETERANS 

The Cook County Clerk's Office is again Teaming Up with the Chicago White Sox to
offer a Game Ticket to Veterans, Active-Duty Military, National Guard & Reserves
THREE STEPS AND YOU'RE OUT TO THE BALLGAME!

STEP 1: You Must Sign-up for the free Military and Veterans Discount Card with the
Cook County Clerk's Office.

STEP 2: Present your new or existing Military and Veterans Discount Card at the Rate
Field Box Office, Gate 4  (windows 1-9), within two hours of game time.

STEP 3: Claim your complimentary ticket (outsidethe bases) and cheer on your
Chicago White Sox this 2026 season!

Serving Our Communities ~ One Milestone at a Time

 www.cookcountyclerk.com 

April: 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 27, 28, 29
May: 12, 13, 14, 25, 26, 27, 28
June: 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, 24

July: 7, 8, 9, 30
August: 11, 12, 13, 24, 25, 26
September: 8, 9, 10, 17

The complimentary ticket offer is valid for the following 2026 home game dates:
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