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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

Westchester: Home of  Winners  

I was extremely humbled to attend an event 

honoring Westchester resident Gillian Grimes after 

she led her Penn State volleyball team to clinch 

the national championship, beating Louisville 3 

to 1. Gillian is a resident of Westchester and after 

graduating from Divine Infant, Gillian attended 

Nazareth Academy where she led the team to a state 

championship her senior year. The Village surprised 

her with a proclamation read aloud honoring her for 

her achievements both athletically and academically. 

The Village of Westchester’s administrative staff has 

completed the 2024 annual report. This comprehensive 

report highlights the village’s projects and initiatives 

that have shaped our community over the past year. 

The report is available online at www.westchester-il.

org/2024annualreport and will be included in our 

weekly E-newsletter.  Portions of the report will also 

be published in our March newsletter and full printed 

copies will be available in our front office.  If you are not 

a part of our weekly E-Newsletter, please register your 

email on our website or contact Annie Canavan at (708) 

223-3073.

Please help me welcome two newly opened 

restaurants to Westchester. Wing Snob, which opened 

in January, is located at Mannheim and Roosevelt and 

is a chicken wing franchise expanding its presence in 

Illinois. Tastefull, located at 1929 Mannheim Road, 

was also recently approved for a liquor license and is 

scheduled to open in February. Westchester resident 

and now business owner Damien McIntosh will be 

serving chicken, burgers, and pizza with a casual 

interior atmosphere. 

As of this writing, snowfall in our area has been 

minimal, however, we have experienced some 

extremely cold days with negative temperatures.  With 

the low temperatures, we begin to experience more 

water main breaks due to the freezing grounds.  Our 

public works department repaired 11 water main 

breaks in January.  Our staff does an incredible job as 

they seek to minimize the time water is required to be 

off for the repairs.  If you have not yet done so, sign up 

for CodeRed and be notified anytime water main work 

is performed in your immediate area. Visit our website 

or email info@westchester-il.gov to sign up. If you do 

experience a water shutoff, we ask that you be patient 

as most outages are restored within 2 hours. 

Having changed waste contractors to SBC in 2024, 

the village wishes to promote all of the added services 

that are offered in addition to regular weekly garbage 

pickup.  One such service is a town-wide clean-up 

day.  On Saturday, April 12, 2025, SBC is hosting a 

clean-up day allowing residents to dispose of both 

large quantities of items as well as bulk items all on a 

single special weekend pickup.  Appliances, rolled-

up old carpet, construction debris, and furniture in 

addition to regular bagging of unwanted items are just 

some of the things residents may not have yet had an 

opportunity to schedule for a private pickup. A flyer for 

the collection event is included within this newsletter.

Lastly, I am frequently reminded of the extensive 

list of services provided by Proviso Township and 

encourage residents of Westchester to utilize and learn 

what the Township offers. Proviso Township offices in 

Hillside offer youth assistance services connecting our 

younger residents with educational and employment 

opportunities. The township also has a general 

assistance program that helps single residents with 

basic maintenance needs for those not eligible for 

other programs. One of the most utilized programs is 

the handyman services which provides those over 60 

years of age or disabled minor home repair services 

for a cost of $5 (not including any parts needed). If you 

need assistance installing or repairing blinds, door 

locks, electrical outlets or even need assistance moving 

furniture around the house you can schedule an 

appointment with Proviso Township at 708-547-4001. 

Village President Greg Hribal honors Westchester native and NCAA volleyball champion, Gillian Grimes, 
with an official Proclamation.
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F IRE

Tips from the Westchester Fire Department

The Westchester Fire Department 

administration and staff hope you had 

a nice holiday season!  As we head into 

the cold and short days of winter, we 

would like to let you know about some 

great resources for our community 

regarding mental health and other 

services that may be needed locally.  

Part of our Fire Department mission is 

to provide emergency medical services 

to all our residents and visitors.  

Often, we are called upon to help in 

emergencies that involve mental health 

crises, senior services, substance abuse, 

and other non-medical issues that 

require assistance from a wide range 

of agencies.  Our response as a fire 

department to some of these scenarios 

is limited.  While you can always call 

911 for help, there are also agencies and 

professionals who are ready to help you 

in different ways.  

The Proviso Township Mental Health 

Commission (PTMHC) in Hillside 

serves all of Proviso Township.  The 

PTMHC offers services for many mental 

health and other human needs as well 

as providing direction for township 

residents who need other services.  

Anyone who wants assistance can 

simply call one phone number and be 

directed to the agency or service that 

they may need.  Callers can remain 

anonymous if they choose.  We have 

also attached a resource guide that can 

help you quickly find everything for 

yourself or friends and neighbors from 

housing assistance to senior services.  

Proviso Township can be a one-stop-

shop for you to find the right person 

to help in many situations.  As our 

township states, “the Proviso Township 

Mental Health Commission ensures 

that you have treatment services in 

your community. Services include 

Mental Health, Substance Abuse, 

Domestic Violence, Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities, Senior 

Services, Youth Prevention, and Crisis 

Hotline.”  You can visit their website to 

learn more at https://ptmhc.org/ or by 

calling (708) 234-8255. 

 

We hope you find these resources 

helpful.  As always, you can call us with 

any questions or needs that may arise.  

Have a great month and stay warm!

Daniel Manning

Fire Chief 

Fire Chief Daniel Manning
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We hope that Westchester School district’s students, families, and friends were 

able to come out for the WPTC Family Day with the Chicago Wolves. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to see some hockey with friends and family.   

February is upon us, and we have some exciting events coming up this month 

for our students.

WIS and WPS will be having their Mid-Year celebration, along with their 

Valentine’s Day parties this month.

WMS will be enjoying their February After school Hangout, and School store.. 

We are in need of volunteers to help to make these special events happen, 

we cannot have these events for the students without the help of our amazing 

volunteers. 

We are also looking forward to Trivia Night on February 28. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to support our schools, and test your knowledge. Make sure you 

reserve a table for your team or sign up individually to show off your trivia skills! 

As an added bonus our very own 5th Grade teacher, Mr. Pinkleman will be our 

Trivia Master! It is going to be a lot of fun! 

Please see our Facebook Page or Website for more information.

Keep an eye out for upcoming events and volunteer opportunities!

WIS/WPS Mid-Year Celebration  February 5

WMS After School Hangout February 7

WPS/WIS Valentine’s Day Parties February 14

WMS School Store February 27 (Cash only)

Trivia Night February 28

Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for any updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via email at wptc925@gmail.com.
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POLICE

WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

All defendants are considered 

innocent until proven guilty in a court 

of law.

24-05382 

12/24/2024 11:44PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 2200 

BLK SUNNYSIDE AVE 

WPD Officers were dispatched to the 

area of Cermak and Sunnyside reporting 

a Hit & Run accident that just occurred. 

A 32-year-old female from Hillside, IL 

was cited for Failure to Reduce Speed to 

Avoid an Accident, Expired Registration, 

No Valid Insurance, and Driving while 

Under the Influence of Alcohol. The 

32-year-old was released with a Citation 

& Notice and given a court date at the 

4th District Cook County Courthouse in 

Maywood, IL.

24-05390 

12/25/2024 

5:05PM 

DOMESTIC BATTERY WESTCHESTER, IL 

A 44 year old male finds himself charged 

in Cook County Circuit Court with one 

count of Domestic Battery following 

an incident. The 44 year old was taken 

into custody, and transported to the 

4th District Cook County Courthouse in 

Maywood, IL for a bond hearing. 

24-05406 

12/26/2024 

7:31PM 

TRAFFIC STOP 

1500 BLK GARDNER RD WPD 

Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 19 year 

old male from Chicago, IL was cited 

for No Valid Driver’s License. The 19 

year old was released with a Citation 

& Notice and given a court date at the 

4th District Cook County Courthouse in 

Maywood, IL.

25-00027 

01/02/2025 

11:49PM TRAFFIC STOP 

10200 BLK ROOSEVELT RD 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 

48 year old female from Chicago, IL 

was cited for Improper Lane Usage, 

Suspended Registration, No Valid 

Insurance, and Driving while License 

Suspended. The 48 year old was released 

with a Citation & Notice and given 

a court date at the 4th District Cook 

County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

It’s heartbreaking to see that almost every month, one of our seniors or residents falls 

victim to a scam, often losing their hard-earned money or, in some cases, their entire life 

savings. Despite efforts from our Village Manager, Village officials, and myself to raise 

awareness about scams and how to avoid them, our officers continue to take reports 

involving these fraudulent schemes. Scams are being orchestrated not only across the 

United States but also internationally.

Criminals are becoming more sophisticated, using advanced tools like artificial 

intelligence (AI) to mimic voices, create convincing emails, and even generate fake videos. 

These scammers can draft false legal documents to steal your money—or even your home.

Here are some of the most common scams targeting people, especially those aged 60 and 

older, in 2025:

1. Phony Recruiters Claiming to Represent Large Companies

Scammers purchase phone numbers that mask their true identity, making it almost 

impossible to trace their calls. They may pose as legitimate recruiters, asking for personal 

information under the guise of a job offer.

2. Cryptocurrency Scams

Fraudulent businesses claim they can make you rich overnight by investing in their so-

called “expert services.” Be wary of any offer that seems too good to be true.

3. Bank and Credit Card Alerts

You might receive a message stating your credit card has been declined or a call claiming 

to be from your bank, urging you to call back immediately. Never trust these unsolicited 

messages. Instead, contact your bank directly using a verified phone number and ask for a 

supervisor to confirm the claim.

4. Pop-Up Scams

Pop-ups on your phone or computer might warn you of a virus or urge you to upgrade 

software by contacting a specific company. Always delete unknown messages or emails—

especially those claiming a package can’t be delivered unless you provide more information.

5. Fake Celebrity Requests

Scammers can now use AI to mimic the voices of well-known celebrities, asking for 

donations to their “favorite charities.” For example, I recently received a call from someone 

claiming to be Elvis Presley, but when he couldn’t sing “Hound Dog,” I knew it was a scam!

We need to be more cautious than ever with our phones, computers, and private 

information. Many of us underestimate the power of these devices. They don’t just store 

our personal information; they can also track our locations—an important reminder to 

stay vigilant, especially in today’s world.

Protect yourself and your loved ones by staying informed and skeptical of unsolicited 

requests. When in doubt, take a moment to verify the source and think twice before sharing 

any personal information.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year. 

Chief Daniel Babich

Don’t Be a Victim of Scams
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2025 President’s Day Holiday Garbage 

Schedule

There will be no change to the garbage 

collection schedule.

SBC yard waste collection will resume 

your first collection day in April 

Village branch collection will resume the 

week of April 7th - 11th  

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-

1115

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 

not collected by 6pm on your regular day, 

please call S.B.C. directly to report a missed 

collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 

chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 

for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly to 

inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 

no additional charge, including household 

chemicals, automotive products, paint 

products, garden chemicals, universal 

materials, batteries, long fluorescent 

lightbulbs, and swimming pool chemicals. 

This separate collection must be pre-

scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Village Snow Restrictions

Public Works crews keep our streets free 

of snow and ice during the winter months.

Please assist us by observing the following:

• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the 
curb line- do not place them in the street.

• Do not shovel or blow snow back into 
the cleared streets.

• Please observe the “NO PARKING SNOW 
ROUTE” signs.

-The snow portion of the signs will be 

enforced after 2 inches of snowfall between 

December 1st and March 31st.

If you reside on a Primary designated 

SNOW ROUTE, after 2 inches of snowfall 

you must remove all vehicles from the 

snow route. Vehicles must stay off the street 

until the streets are cleared thoroughly by 

the plows by Public Works. If the snowfall is 

continuing, the restriction is in place until 

Public Works completes the plowing for the 

day. Please check the signs at the corners of 

your block. 

If you reside on a Secondary route, there 

is no parking Sunday, Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday on the even numbered house 

side and no parking Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday on the odd numbered house 

side after 2 inches of snowfall. Please check 

the signs at the corners and center of your 

block for guidance. (This includes ALL 

side streets not designated a Primary snow 

route.) 

If you have a Fire Hydrant on your 

parkway, please help keep the hydrant 

clear of snow so that the Fire Department 

may easily access the hydrant in case of 

an emergency, and so that the snow plows 

may quickly identify the hydrants while 

plowing.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program

1. The Village has been planting trees on 

eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. 

This replacement program does not allow 

for residents to choose the species of tree 

planted, the location, the number of trees 

planted, nor are residents able to opt-out of 

having a tree planted in the Village parkway 

in front and/or side of their residence. 

Please call Public Works if you would like 

to request a tree be planted, sooner rather 

than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the 

species of the tree to be planted, this can 

be achieved through the 50/50 program. 

The resident may choose the tree(s) from a 

list provided by the Village, and shares half 

of the cost of the tree(s) and planting with 

the Village. To request the list of 50/50 trees, 

please call the Public Works Department at 

708-345-0041.

2025 Construction News

•  Water Main/ Service Line Replacements, 
Sewer Lining, and Street Program

• Norfolk Ave from Wedgwood Dr to 
Roosevelt Rd

• Pelham St from Westchester Blvd to 
Newcastle Ave

• Drury Ln from Newcastle Ave to Gardner 
Rd

• Canterbury St from Mannheim Rd to 
Westchester Blvd

• Balmoral Ave from Canterbury St to 
Wight St- WM & SL Replacements only

Street Program

• Waterford St from Mannheim Rd to cul-
de-sac

• Kitchner St from Westchester Blvd to 
Worcester Ave

• Canterbury St from Suffolk Ave to 
Gardner Rd

As always, residents are asked to call 

Public Works at 708-345-0041 if an unusual 

amount of water is visible in the street or 

parkway. This could be a main break or 

water leak that requires our immediate 

attention. If after 3:30pm M-F or on 

weekends and holidays, please call the 

non-emergency number at 708-345-0060.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Recipe of the Month

Warm your Valentine’s heart with a homemade gift. This 

granola recipe is quick to prepare. It’s also easy to customize 

to preferences and dietary choices by making it vegan (use 

maple syrup instead of honey), nut-free (use seeds like 

pumpkin or sunflower instead of almonds), gluten-free 

(choose gluten-free oats), dairy-free (serve with dairy-free 

milk/yogurt), etc. Makes for a great breakfast or snack. 

Surprise your Valentine with breakfast in bed or place 

in a mason jar and tie a ribbon around it for a delicious 

homemade gift. 

Homemade Granola      

makes 5 cups

Ingredients

1/2 cup neutral oil, such as sunflower or grapeseed

1/2 cup honey or maple syrup

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon salt

3 cups old-fashioned rolled oats

1 cup sliced almonds

1 cup raisins or other dried, chopped fruit

Instructions

- Heat the oven to 300°F and line a baking sheet with 

parchment paper. 

- Place the oil, honey, cinnamon, and salt in a large bowl 

and whisk to combine.

- Add the oats and almonds and stir to coat well.

- Transfer the mixture to the prepared baking sheet and 

spread into an even layer. 

- Bake for 20 minutes, stirring halfway through. The granola 

is ready when golden-brown and the almonds have toasted 

(it will still feel wet coming out of the oven but will dry as it 

cools).

- Place the baking sheet on a wire rack and sprinkle on 

the raisins or fruit. If you want clumps of granola, press and 

tamp down the granola before it cools, which will help it stick 

together. Cool completely before storing.

- Transfer the cooled granola to an airtight container and 

store at room temperature for up to 1 month.

Source: www.thekitchn.com

Submitted by Kari Roberg, GROW Commissioner

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to share with the community? 

Send it to GROW@westchester-il.gov for consideration for future 

newsletters. 

Green Fact of the Month

“Palm oil is used in food (like chocolates), cosmetics, 

cleaning products and biofuel….To reduce its impacts on 

biodiversity, palm oil needs to be produced more sustainably 

by avoiding deforestation and cutting non-food palm oil 

use.”  https://iucn.org/resources/issues-brief/palm-oil-and-

biodiversity

Have a GREEN Valentine’s Day    

    Valentine’s Day is a great time to 

share your love and appreciation for 

those whom are special to you. But 

did you know that Valentine’s cards, 

plastic wrapping and packaging, and 

consumer mentality, Valentine’s Day 

actually contributes massive amounts 

of waste and carbon emissions? Rather, 

show your love by making choices that 

are waste-free, ethical, and good for 

the Earth.  Consider the following to 

help you and the planet have a Happy 

GREEN Valentine’s Day:

- Buy Fair Trade chocolates.  Fair 

Trade chocolate comes from cacao 

beans harvested by farmers and 

workers who are paid a fair price, a 

livable wage and have a safe working 

environment.  Fair trade standards ban 

forced labor and child labor practices 

which are common in the cocoa 

trade. This labeling also encourages 

environmentally-sustainable farming 

practices. Look for this 

symbol   on the packaging.

Examples of Fair Trade Brands:

i. Moser Roth Chocolatiers (Aldi) $

ii. alter eco chocolates (Whole 

Foods) $$$ (organic, gluten free, and 

cacao bean trees are grown using 

“regenerative agricultural” practices. 

Trees are grown alongside other 

trees/plants imitating a natural forest 

ecosystem.)

iii. Equal Exchange chocolates (on 

line) $$$

iv. Endangered Species chocolates 

(on line) $$$ (10% of profits donated to 

organizations that support endangered 

species)

v. Lake Champlain chocolates (on 

line) $$$ 

*NOTE:  We are aware of criticisms 

that some fair trade practices do not 

improve the living standards of their 

workers. Most businesses abide by 

moral and ethical practices.

- Buy a living plant in place of cut 

flowers to give your sweetheart.  For 

example, one can buy an orchid that 

stays in bloom and looks beautiful for 

at least one month.

- Go out to a local restaurant for 

dinner.  Using your browser, you can 

search “restaurants in 60154” zip code 

on your phone or computer.  Also, 

one can consider eating a plant-based 

meal that is healthy for you and has a 

lower carbon footprint.  Search on your 

browser “small business vegetarian 

restaurant near me”

- Buy a gift that was made locally, 

by small start-up business, and made 

with materials that are sustainable, 

that is, where the manufacturing 

process did not cause great harm to 

workers (not made in a “sweat shop”) 

and materials used are recyclable 

(natural materials like cotton and wool 

over synthetic blends that are forms 

of plastic made from oil/fossil fuels). 

For example, Serrv sells items made 

sustainably and by artisans whose 

work provides a living wage for their 

family through fair trade.

- Give an Experience.  Build memories 

that will last a lifetime by gifting tickets 

to the theater or sporting event, visit a 

museum, or explore nature by foot or 

bike.

- Do It Yourself gift. Bake their 

favorite treat, cook a meal, and make 

a card.

- Green wrap your gift.  Consider 

wrapping a gift with an old map, 

newspaper/comics, or a scarf or towel 

and use reusable ribbons. 

When you love your sweetheart in a 

GREEN way, you show that you also 

promote good healthy practices that 

benefit all of humanity and this earth

by GROW Commissioners

GROW
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In 1924 the “Proviso Mystery” had people 

talking and newspapers writing articles 

with the key question: Who is buying up the 

farmland in Proviso? Most of the local farmers 

were descendants of German immigrants 

who had settled the area in the 1840s and 

1850s. They were offered great deals on their 

farmland that they just could not pass up, 

even if they had never dreamt of selling. 

An acre, which was worth around $300 at 

that time, was suddenly worth from $600 

to $1,500. One by one they sold everything, 

including farm equipment, tools, wagons and 

animals. There were rumors about what was 

planned—perhaps a golf course, industrial 

plants, a Ford car factory, cemeteries, and to 

the chagrin of neighboring communities, 

maybe even the stockyards. Brokers and 

lawyers worked out the fine points of the 

deals and paid at least a third of the money 

in cash. No one knew the actual buyer until 

Chicago’s best kept secret was finally revealed 

when Westchester was officially incorporated 

on October 30, 1925. A group of real estate 

developers had completed the purchase of 

2,200 acres in Proviso Township in order to 

create what was billed as Chicago’s first totally 

planned model community. Dream town 

USA would be created 12 miles to the west, 

with direct public access to Chicago by train 

and regular, efficient service.

Transportation was the key, and that 

involved Samuel Insull, who served as head 

developer, already having had interests in 

and around Chicago in trains, electricity and 

gas since the late 19th century. His company 

Commonwealth Edison was indeed the main 

supplier of Chicago electricity. He was on 

the board of 65 companies that ran many of 

Chicago’s largest enterprises involved with 

electric power.

Insull is credited with the creation and 

integration of the electric grid in and around 

Chicago, extending into several other states.

Samuel Insull was born in London in 1859 

and attended private school in Oxford. As 

a young man he got interested in Thomas 

Edison’s inventions while working in London. 

With a lot of study and drive, he impressed 

Edison with his knowledge of Edison’s own 

business affairs. When Samuel arrived in 

America in 1881, Edison hired him as his 

personal secretary. Insull worked to improve 

Edison’s business management and became 

vice president of Edison’s General Electric 

Company in Schenectady, New York. When 

J.P. Morgan forced a merger of Edison’s power 

companies, Insull left to come to Chicago in 

1892, on the eve of the Columbian Exposition. 

He became president of the Chicago Edison 

Company and worked to create the electrical 

infrastructure in the city and surroundings by 

acquiring railroads and utilities. He worked 

with others to unify the elevated (“L”) train 

system. His holdings included Chicago Rapid 

Transit Company and the Chicago Aurora and 

Elgin Railroad (also called “The Great Third 

Rail”). To those overseeing the unification 

and extension of electric power to rural areas 

around Chicago and bringing interurban 

transit to the suburbs, Proviso Township 

seemed ideal for modern development. 

Insull is credited with conceiving Westchester 

as an English-style town, reflected today in 

its street names of British origin (noteworthy 

exceptions, in homage to Franzosenbusch 

families, include Heidorn, Boeger, Mandel, 

Evers and Haase, all connected to Roosevelt 

Road).

Polish-born William Zelosky was a leading 

real estate developer who imagined an ideal 

community

that he could not realize in Chicago, due to 

its building density. The open space available 

in Westchester changed all that. Zelosky 

wanted to create a city free of the grime and 

noise of factories, where nothing offensive 

would obstruct the beauty of the town. Careful 

zoning and tight building restrictions would 

create more uniformity, allocating separate 

spaces for single residences and apartments, 

and allowing for some businesses along the 

main arteries. Ten percent of the town was to 

be dedicated to public use, with green space 

and parks, some even having small streams. 

Convenient transportation would link the 

village to the Loop. The planned streets would 

be at least 100 feet wide, with a parkway in 

the middle (e.g. Westchester Boulevard). 

Having only gentle curves in streets would 

minimize confusion. The blocks would run 

north and south, and the houses would be 

lined up east to west to maximize sunlight. 

Along Roosevelt Road, Zelosky built an 

English-style office that was to be presented 

to Westchester as a civic center, which later 

became the village hall. The money invested 

in the project was astounding, running into 

the millions. Nevertheless, profits on the 

venture were not expected immediately. In 

1926, Zelosky and other developers and real 

estate agents created a slew of fancy ads in 

The Chicago Tribune advertising lots in this 

new “dream town.” Weekend excursions for 

prospective buyers to this new town were 

organized through abundant promotion. The 

first Westchester development under Zelosky 

began in the northeastern part of the village. 

Working out of La Grange, The Westchester 

Tribune, founded in 1925, reported on the 

progress.

The beginning of Westchester is also 

associated with the Britten Camp, where 

Grant N. Britten acted as superintendent, 

overseeing the extension of the train line. The 

command center was located on the former 

Pflug farm. Over 175 workers lived in a large 

barn next to the main house while working 

on the railroad tracks and leveling the streets, 

initially in secrecy. Their families lived in small 

huts and barracks around the farm, which 

also became part of the Britten Camp. This 

was east of Mannheim Road north of the 

Illinois Central tracks. The plan was to build 

a branch off the Chicago Aurora and Elgin 

Line from the Bellwood station. The four 

Westchester stations were to be at Harrison, 

Roosevelt, Canterbury and Mannheim at 

22nd. (The last two stops at Roosevelt were 

added later, by December 1930.) On October 

1, 1926 train service began with the promise of 

twenty-four hour service. But unfortunately 

service was to be discontinued in 1951.

The first family to move into Westchester 

was the Reiche family, followed by the Jesse 

Wilburns.

Then came the Charles Gardaphes, whose 

son, the first baby born in Westchester, was 

supposedly named William after William 

CENTENNIAL

Westchester: Dreams of a Model Community
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Zeloski.

While the 1920s were “roaring,” so was the 

hectic activity in early Westchester. A dual 

sewer and storm system was built, 41 miles of 

water mains were laid, Roosevelt received the 

first concrete paved

 

street in Chicago, and underground cables 

were laid. In 1926 Charles Weigel, with the aid 

of his son Frank, laid 80,000 feet of concrete 

sidewalks. (Remnants of these are found 

today in the middle of Wolf Road Prairie!) 

The first apartments were built, and 15,000 

American Elm trees were planted. A police 

department was organized. In 1926, people 

voted for the first time in a Westchester 

election, making Otto Taeterow the first 

village president. On October 15, 1929, 

streetlights were lit. Some even referred to it 

as “the white city in the prairie.”

Nobody could anticipate the sudden 

collapse and the Great Depression that 

ensued. The promotors had sold lots, but 

money was now too scarce for widespread 

building projects. Nor could they anticipate 

that another world war would follow. 

Properties were tied up by contract and 

tax delinquencies, a key reason Wolf Road 

Prairie was not built upon. Once these 

delinquencies were cleared, the village grew 

rapidly from 1950 on to eventually surpass 

18,000 residents. Lot sizes were reduced, 

and the modern ranch houses, bungalows 

and split-levels being built varied from the 

original Old English town concept.

The village was eventually divided into 

four areas, Britten, Nixon, High Ridge and 

Kennedy, corresponding to the names of its 

four schools. The Britten School (September 

1930) was named after Grant Britten. The 

Nixon School (January 1931) was named 

after the other principal developer south of 

Roosevelt, George F. Nixon. The High Ridge 

School (October 1954) was built on the 

highest point in Westchester. The Mary Jane 

Kennedy School was built in 1959.

Even when construction ground to a halt in 

the 1930s, the village foundations were laid in 

other ways. In that decade, a community club, 

a women’s club, the first PTO, the Girl Scouts 

and the Boy Scouts were all founded. In 1931, 

The Westchester News began operation.

Of the three village halls, the first was on 

Westchester Boulevard. The second was 

off Mannheim Road north of the IC tracks 

where the Britten Camp had been. The third 

was William Zeloski’s old office on Roosevelt 

Road.

In 1958 Proviso West High School was built 

on the former Bohlander and Evers farmland. 

That same year the library moved into a wing 

of the village hall. Soon churches, parochial 

schools and businesses all arrived.

In 1985 the towers of the Westbrook 

Corporate Center were built, displacing the 

Prairie House containing the first school of the 

Immanuel Lutheran congregation. The forty 

acres dedicated to the church on the eastern 

side of Wolf Road stayed as unincorporated 

property until 1958, when it was added to 

the Village of Hillside. Prior to that, the Prairie 

House had been moved to the southwest side 

of the intersection of Cermak and Wolf. The 

Dieckhoffs who lived there sold eighty acres 

to the developers in 1924. By 1926 Reuben 

Nelson had rented the Prairie House with his 

wife Stella and their two daughters, where 

they lived for about four years. Mr. Nelson 

served as Office Manager and Time Keeper 

for Nixon’s Westchester development. Later 

he became a trustee and fourth president of 

Westchester. His wife became a lay historian, 

as some of the information in this article was 

relayed by her in a written record from 1943.

Perhaps taking a step back to consider 

some historical background would be useful 

to establish perspective. Before European 

settlement of the “Prairie State,“ 21 of the 36 

million acres of Illinois wilderness consisted 

of tallgrass prairie. Today, less than 0.01% 

of that prairie remains. After the Treaty of 

Chicago in 1833 brought the resettlement of 

the native Potawatomi westward, new US 

public lands were made available for sale. 

Aaron Parsell is said to have resided in what 

was to become Proviso Township as early 

as 1832. A document signed by Martin van 

Buren in 1839 shows part of section 29 (which 

is located near Salt Creek bordering 31st 

Street) being sold to Parsell. Records show 

he would eventually own over 300 acres, 

joining other early investors who would 

acquire large holdings. It was mainly German 

farmers who settled the area, which they 

called Franzosenbusch (named for Nicholas 

Torode, of French origin, who lived further 

northeast). The resulting farming community 

thrived for almost a century, until all but a few 

traces of the old farmsteads were demolished 

and cleared to make way for the new concept 

of an ideal modern town called Westchester.

Keeping all this in mind gives us more reason 

than ever to feel fortunate that Wolf Road 

Prairie and the Prairie House containing the 

1853 schoolhouse museum have survived. 

They give us rare opportunities to not only 

become familiar with little-known aspects 

of times past, but also with the beauty and 

thriving wildlife of our natural heritage, for 

the people of Westchester and beyond to 

appreciate throughout the changing seasons.

Patricia Reaves Director and Historian Save 

the Prairie Society February 2025

CENTENNIAL

Map of Westchester showing the imagined downtown area with a civic and cultural center, library and fountain - September 1, 
1930 by George F. Nixon & Company
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Wrist Work Cuts, located in the heart of 

Westchester at 1905 S Mannheim Road, 

is looking to redefine the barbershop 

experience led by owner Teonelle Binion. 

Teonelle, who everyone calls “T”, moved to 

Westchester in 2021 after relocating from 

Forest Park. T was attracted to Westchester 

as he found a vibrant community that 

mirrors his values of diversity and 

inclusion. He wanted a space where he 

could treat his customers not just as 

clients but as family—a principle that has 

become the cornerstone of his business 

philosophy.

At Wrist Work Cut, T goes beyond the 

traditional barbershop setting. With an 

unwavering commitment to constant 

learning and adaptation, he keeps 

himself updated with the latest trends 

and techniques—from classic haircuts to 

modern male hair units. T’s dedication to 

mastering new skills allows him to offer 

a wide variety of services tailored to the 

unique needs of his clientele. He is always 

striving to perfect his craft and welcomes 

any new challenge thrown his way.

T strives to be more than just another 

neighborhood barbershop and is always 

looking for ways to set himself apart 

from other businesses. T has been able 

to blend his passion for business and 

community engagement in various ways. 

Understanding the challenges that some 

students face when heading back to 

school, T has made it a mission to provide 

free haircuts to students, ensuring that 

they can start the new academic year 

feeling confident and fresh. This has been 

a very popular initiative and is something 

that T looks to continue.

T’s love for his new location in 

Westchester is palpable. The supportive 

atmosphere and diverse clientele fuel his 

commitment to excellence. At Wrist Work 

Cuts, it’s not just about haircuts; it’s about 

creating a welcoming space for everyone 

who walks through the door.

If you’re looking to stay fresh and clean, 

T and his team at Wrist Work Cuts are 

ready to welcome you with open arms. 

Experience the difference of a barbershop 

that feels like family, and leave not just 

looking good, but feeling great!

Wrist Work Cuts

1905 S. Mannheim Road

Westchester, IL. 60154

Phone: (708) 397-4089

Wrist Work Cuts:

A Community-Focused Barber in Westchester

Presented by the Economic Development Committee

BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT
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