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HERE WE GO AGAIN  .....
Forging ahead after a disaster is always diffi cult.  

I would like to commend all those who were 
affected by April’s Flood Disaster for their 
tenacity and true grit to once again rebuild their 
homes and lives.  As you are well aware the 6 
plus inches of rain fall that hit our area dropped 
billions of gallons of water that overwhelmed all 
the streams, rivers, and holding capacity that our 
sanitary collection partners, the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District (MWRD) of Chicago, 
could hold.

Governor Pat Quinn toured many of the affected 
communities, including Westchester, as well as 
counties throughout the state, declaring 48 of 
them disaster areas.  The Governor sent IEMA 
personnel to those affected areas, including 
Westchester, to assess the damage.  The Governor 
contacted President Barack Obama and requested 
he declare many counties in Illinois as federal 
disaster areas.  On May 10, 2013, President Obama 
issued a major disaster declaration for the State 
of Illinois triggering the release of federal funds 
to help people recover from the severe storms, 
straight-line winds, and fl ooding that occurred 
April 16-May 5, 2013.

Cook County (including Westchester), as well 

as Du Page, Kane, Will, Lake, McHenry, Kendall, 
Fulton, DeKalb, Grundy, and LaSalle Counties are 
included in the original declaration with more 
to be added.  As you can see, this severe storm 
affected millions of people across our state.   

The Disaster Declaration Number assigned to 
this event is FEMA-4116-DR.

For those individuals that did not receive my 
automated ROBO call but wish to apply for 
federal assistance you MUST register with FEMA.  

There are 3 ways to apply for assistance:
•Apply online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov
•Apply via a smart phone at m.fema.gov
•Apply by phone:
      •Call 1-800-621-FEMA-(3362)
    •Call TTY 1-800-462-7585 for people with 

speech or hearing disabilities

FEMA  ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS AND 
HOUSEHOLDS

The Individuals and Household Program (IHP) 
provides fi nancial help or direct services to those 
who have necessary expenses and serious needs 
if they are unable to meet the needs through other 
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President Pulia with the Ballet Folklorico at the Cinco De Mayo festival held on May 4th.
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1) At 11:55 am on April 15th 2013, 
a Theft of Wallet was reported at 
the Jewel Foods located at 2128 
Mannheim Road. A customer reported 
that their wallet was taken from their 
purse while shopping in the store. 

2) At 6:27 am on April 16th 2013, a 
Residential Burglary was reported 
on the 10600 block of Dorchester. 
The resident reported that between 
12:00 pm and 12:40 pm on April 9th 
unknown person(s) gained entry to 
the house posing as utility workers 
needing to check the resident’s 
electric.  Taken was money and 
jewelry. 

3) At 3:36 pm on April 16th 2013, a 
Residential Burglary was reported 
on the 2300 block of Sherwood.  
The resident reported that on April 
10th between 3:30 pm and 4:00 pm 
unknown person(s) gained entry to 
the house by asking for directions and 
entering the house to look at a map. 
The resident reported that jewelry 
was taken. 

4) At 8:39 am on April 23rd 2013, a 
Theft from Vehicle was reported 
from the Westchester Intermediate 
School parking lot located at 10900 

Canterbury. The complainant advised 
that unknown person(s) removed 
parts from the wheels of their vehicle 
between 3:00pm and 11:00 pm on 
April 22nd 2013. 

5) At 9:38 pm on April 25th 2013, 
a Theft from Vehicle was reported 
at the Westchester Health and Rehab 
Center located at 2901 Wolf Road.  The 
vehicle owner reported that between 
8:00 am and 9:00 pm unknown 
person(s) removed a purse from their 
unlocked vehicle while parked in the 
parking lot. 

6) At 9:39 pm on April 30th 2013, a 
Residential Burglary was reported 
on the 1100 block of Newcastle.  The 
resident reported that between 6:20 
pm and 9:30 pm unknown person(s) 
made forced entry into the house. 
The resident reported that nothing 
appeared missing at the time of 
report. 

7) At 2:28 pm on May 9th 2013, a 
Burglary to Garage was reported 
on the 700 block of Portsmouth. 
The resident reported that sometime 
during the previous 15 days, unknown 
person(s) removed a bicycle from the 
garage. 

Police blotter

Name: Shaun Lyman 
Rank: Patrol Officer 
Years as Police Officer: 5

Profile

What made you choose police 
officer as a profession: 

I chose this profession because I 
served four years in the United States 
Navy as a military police officer and I 
enjoy working in this field. 
Describe a good day at work:

Helping others solve their problems 
and getting home safe.

What is the best part about your 
job?

The best part of my job is being able 
to help the residents of Westchester 
feel safe and secure. 

What advice would you give to 
someone who wants to follow 
your career path.

Choose a big department where 
there is room for advancement.

What would occur on your 
perfect day off?

I would be at home enjoying the 
weather in my back yard or watching 
a ball game. 

To culminate the end of Police 
Memorial Week, the Westchester 
Police Department hosted an 
Open House on Saturday, May 18th.  
Residents and their children were 
able to learn more about the Police 
Department and its operations. 

Visitors were shown fingerprinting 
techniques along with Taser 
demonstrations. 

Volunteers were able to 
wear D.U.I. (driving under the 
influence) simulated goggles 
and experience what it is like to 
participate in a field sobriety test.  
Community Relations/Neighborhood 
Watch Officer Verber was also on 
hand informing residents on how to 
keep their homes and neighborhoods 
safe.

After touring the police station, 
children were given complementary 
mug shots showing their participation 
in a “cookie jar theft.”  

The day’s events concluded with 
a K-9 Demonstration by Forest Park 
Police Officers Dan Miller and “Diesel” 
who demonstrated the asset that K-9 
Units bring to the Law Enforcement 
profession.

Police hold open house
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means. Up to $31,900 is available in 
financial help (adjusted each year), 
although some forms of IHP assistance 
have limits.  Flood insurance may be 
required as indicated below.  These 
forms of help are available:  Housing 
Assistance (including Temporary 
Housing, Repair, Replacement, and 
Semi-Permanent or Permanent 
Housing Construction;) and Other 
Needs Assistance (including personal 
property and other items).

Money for homeowners to repair 
damage from the disaster that is NOT 
covered by insurance is available.  The 
goal is to repair the home to a safe 
and sanitary living or functioning 
condition.  FEMA may provide up 
to $31,900 for home repair.  The 
homeowner may apply for a Small 
Business Administration “disaster 
loan” for additional repair assistance.  

FEMA will NOT pay to return a home 
to its condition before the disaster.  
Flood insurance may be required if 
the home is in a Special Flood Hazard 
Area.

A Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) 
has been opened in Cook County 
at the Village of Forest View Fire 
Department located at 7070 46th 
Street, Forest View, Illinois.

Disaster Recovery Centers offer 
information about other disaster 
programs available from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, state and local 
agencies, and voluntary organizations.  
Residents must apply with FEMA 
even if they have already provided 
damage information to local officials, 
other agencies or organizations. These 
programs include:

•Grants for home repairs and 
replacement of essential household 
items not covered by insurance to 
make damaged dwellings safe, sanitary 
and functional.

• Grants to replace personal property 
and help meet medical, dental, funeral, 
transportation and other serious 
disaster-related needs not covered by 
insurance or other federal, state and 
charitable aid programs.

• Unemployment payments up to 26 
weeks for workers who temporarily 
lost jobs because of the disaster and 
who do not qualify for state benefits, 
such as self-employed individuals.

•Low –interest loans to cover 
residential losses not fully 
compensated by insurance.  Loans are 
available up to $200,000 for primary 
residence and $40,000 for personal 
property, including renter losses.  
Loans available up to $2 million for 
business property loses not fully 
compensated by insurance.

• Loans up to $2 million for small 

businesses, and most private, non-
profit organizations of all sizes that 
have suffered disaster-related cash 
flow problems and need funds for 
working capital to recover from the 
disaster-related cash flow problems 
and need funds for working capital 
to recover from the disaster’s adverse 
economic impact.  This loan in 
combination with a property losses 
loan cannot exceed a total of $2 
million.  

FEMA’s mission is to support our 
citizens and first responders to ensure 
that as a nation we work together 
to build, sustain, and improve our 
capacity to prepare for, protect 
against, respond to, recover from, and 
mitigate all hazards.

FEMA teams have been visiting 
those individuals who have registered 
since May 16th.  Residents who have 
registered with FEMA will receive a 
call to schedule an appointment for 
a FEMA representative to visit your 
home generally within 10 days of 
registering. The appointment will 
take between 15-45 minutes. When 
the inspector arrives, ask for/ look 
for FEMA identification.  The badge 
should include an identification 
number and photo of the inspector.  
FEMA inspectors will never ask for 
money, for bank information or for a 
social security number.  If someone 
tells you he or she is a FEMA inspector 
and asks you these questions, contact 
the Westchester Police Department at 
708-345-0060.  Police will respond and 
verify the identity of the inspector.

THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER WITH 
FEMA IS JULY 9, 2013.

NOTE:  If you have already filed 
a claim with FEMA and received a 
REJECTION LETTER read the letter 
thoroughly as there is an appeal 
process.  JUST DON”T THROW IT 
AWAY!

BE AWARE OF DISASTER RELATED 
FRAUD

With any disaster, a number of 
unscrupulous, despicable, unethical, 
scam and con-men descend and try 
to take advantage of our good nature.  
When contracting work to be done, 
make sure the contractors are licensed 
by the Village.  A list of contractors is 
available on our website.  Contractors 
on our list have provided applicable 
insurance and bonding requirements.  
We cannot recommend any particular 
contractor or vendor.  Make sure you 
ask for references and contact the 
Better Business Bureau to check on 
any complaints that may have been 
logged.  The Better Business Bureau 
can be contacted on their web site 
www.bbb.org.

TOBOLSKI ANNOUNCES  
DEVELOPMENT OF FLOOD  

MITIGATION PLAN
‘“The various guidelines and 

restrictions from the federal 
government, the lack of funding, 
the change in administration in 
the department, and the need 
to coordinate this plan with the 
Illinois Department of Emergency 
Management and all the municipalities 
in Cook County have created major 
obstacles in getting this plan off the 
ground.  However, I am happy to 
report that it is that much closer to 
being done now.”- Commissioner Jeff 
Tobolski 

Chicago, IL – On the heels of one 
of the largest floods in Cook County 
history, Cook County Commissioner 
and Homeland Security Chairman 
Jeff Tobolski announced a major 
development in the creation of a 
Cook County Flood Mitigation Plan. 
The county received five proposals to 
create the plan. A vendor was selected, 
which then went through the county’s 
Procurement Office process as well 
as the Office of Compliance process 
and was approved by the Board of 
Commissioners on April 17th. 

Under the Disaster Mitigation Act of 
2000 local governments must prepare 
and adopt a hazard mitigation plan in 
order to receive grant funds through 
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 
Without an approved Mitigation Plan, 
Cook County is not eligible to receive 
grant funds for various mitigation 
activities that will help protect the 
County and our local jurisdictions 
from natural disasters, or assist them 
after one occurs in the event that a 
presidential declaration has not been 
made.

In 2010, the County was able to 
secure a grant for the development of 
a Countywide Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
However the grant was not enough 
to fund the entire project, and lapsed 

under the previous administration.  In 
2011, Michael Masters became the 
Director of Homeland Security, and 
revamped the entire department after 
scandals like the Brookfield Zoo Flood 
Party and Project Shield debacle.   

Additionally, in 2012, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security 
also required that states and local 
urban areas complete a Threat 
and Hazard Identification and Risk 
Assessment (THIRA) through the 
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) 
Grant Program. This created a longer 
lag in developing the mitigation plan.  

“After being sworn into office in 
December of 2010, flooding was a 
major priority for me,” said Tobolski.  
“The 2010 floods that hit the Western 
Suburbs the hardest, created a call 
for action, and it has been one of the 
hardest issues to tackle while working 
in county government.”

“The various guidelines and 
restrictions from the federal 
government, the lack of funding, 
the change in administration in the 
department, and the need to coordinate 
this plan with the Illinois Department 
of Emergency Management and all the 
municipalities in Cook County have 
created major obstacles in getting 
this plan off the ground.  However, 
I am happy to report that it is that 
much closer to being done now,” said 
Tobolski.  

Given the federal requirements 
as well as size of Cook County, the 
Homeland Security Deparment 
estimates that a reasonable completion 
period will be fifteen months.  “This 
includes the completion of the Risk 
Assessment, development of the 
Mitigation Plan, receiving conditional 
approval from IEMA and FEMA and 
formal adoption of the plan by every 

PRESIDENT
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Trustee Calcagno and his wife Gina and Trustee Reda with her husband Billy at the swearing in on 
May 14th.
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participating municipality prior to 
final adoption by the Cook County 
Board,” said Masters.

All of these steps will need to be 
completed prior to receiving final 
approval for the Cook County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. “I am also happy to 
meet with municipalities that have 
questions about the final formation 
of the plan, and explain the process 
further,” said Masters.  

Cook County District 16 includes 
the villages of Berwyn, Cicero, 
Schiller Park, Franklin Park, McCook, 
Hodgkins, Lyons, Summit, Willow 
Springs, Countryside, Western Springs, 
LaGrange, LaGrange Park, Northlake, 
Forest Park, Westchester, Stone Park, 
Berkley, Broadview, Hillside, Melrose 
Park, Brookfield, Riverside, North 
Riverside, and Stickney.’

Commissioner Jeff Tobolski and 
Commissioner Liz Gorman represent 
Westchester on the Cook County 
Board.  I know both of them personally 
and know they are doing everything 
they can to support Westchester and 
other communities in their districts.

WESTCHESTER’S FLOOD  
MITIGATION PLAN

Since the flood event of 2010, 
Westchester has been working on 
our own Flood Mitigation Plan.  
Following the flood event of 2010, 
I drove to Springfield to meet with 
IEMA officials to request financial 
assistance to mitigate issues along 
Addison and Salt Creek.  When asked 
what county Westchester was in, I 
stated Cook County.  The officials told 
me “I’m sorry since Cook County 
does not have a “Mitigation Plan”, a 
percentage of what was spent on 
flood damage cannot be earmarked 
for Cook County.” Upon my return, I 
advised the Village Board what I was 
told and we immediately agreed that 
Westchester would create our own 
mitigation plan and send it to FEMA.  
In doing so, Westchester may be able 
to receive a share of monies not 
available to be given to Cook County 
because the county does not have a 
plan. 

Former Trustee Walter Novak 
contacted both FEMA and IEMA 
officials and through his hard work 
and tenacity, Westchester’s Draft 
Mitigation Plan was sent to FEMA.  
We recently received comments back 
from FEMA that some minor edits 
have to be done prior to final approval.  
Those edits are being completed and 
I hope to report that Westchester’s 
Mitigation Plan has been approved in 
the not to distant future.

GOVERNOR QUINN ASKS FOR FLOOD 
MITIGATION PROJECTS

On Thursday May 2nd at 6:30pm 
we were notified that as a result of 
the recent flood event, Governor 
Quinn requested municipalities to 
submit mitigation projects to be 
considered for a proposed capital bill 
to fund flood mitigation/storm water 
management projects. The timeframe 
given for a submittal to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
was 5pm on Friday May 3rd, less than 
24 hours.  Staff immediately gathered 
the project information to meet the 
Governor’s time frame for submittal.

Two projects were submitted.  The 
first project submitted was the Lower 
Des Plaines Watershed plan proposed 
by the Addison Creek Restoration 
Committee and selected by the by 
the MWRD for consideration.  The 
plan, designed to benefit all the 
communities along Addison Creek, 
included the construction of the 
960 acre-foot storm water detention 
facility to be constructed at Lake 
Street and Mannheim Road in Melrose 
Park. This project is estimated at 
approximately $133 million dollars. 
The second project submitted was the 
expansion of the Mayfair Reservoir 
from a 71 acre-foot detention site to 
a 99 acre-foot site thereby increasing 
the existing storm water storage 35-
40%. This project is estimated to cost 
$1.5 million dollars. I’m sure there 
were many submittals, however, I am 
hopeful Westchester’s projects will 
be selected.

OKLAHOMA TORNADO DISASTER
As I am sitting at my desk writing 

this newsletter, the television is 
showing the tornado hitting towns in 
Oklahoma.  Seemingly, our problem 
pale in comparison to the disaster and 
recovery the people of Oklahoma are 
facing. Two schools were flattened 
by the tornado. Over 24 people were 
killed with the death toll expected 
climb.  Please join me in saying a 
prayer for those who lost their lives, 
and the survivors who have to pick 
up the broken pieces of their lives 
and move forward.  The American Red 
Cross is accepting donations. To make 
a donation contact www.redcross.org 
or 1-800-red-cross. God Speed.

WESTCHESTER RESIDENT LOCATES 
MISSING BOY

Westchester resident Robert Larson 
assisted the Maywood Police in 
locating the body of Bryeon Hunter, 
a 1 year old child that was reported 
missing about a month ago. The boy’s 
mother first reported he had been 
kidnapped, but then admitted she 
and her boyfriend had killed toddler 
and dumped his body into the Des 
Plaines River in Maywood.  Larson, 

who trains cadaver dogs, volunteered 
his services to search the Des Plaines 
River 10-12 hours a day since the boy 
was reported missing.  Larson told 
Mike Sandrolini, a reporter for the 
West Suburban Journal, that “he could 
not rest, after everything Bryeon 
Hunter went through, knowing his 
final resting place is the Des Plaines 
River.  He knew he was out there 
and that he would find him.”  Cook 
County Prosecutors have charged 
Bryeon’s mother Lakeisha Baker 
and her boyfriend Michael Scott on 
murder charges.

CINCO DE MAYO RECAP
On May 4th, actually the Quatro 

de Mayo, the Village of Westchester, 
Westchester Park District, School 
District 92.5, and the Westchester 
Chamber of Commerce came together 
to offer the 1st of many summertime 
events planned this year.  We worried 
throughout the week that rain 
would washout our first event.  To 
our surprise, the sun shined through 
and, an estimated crowd of 400-500 
people gathered to enjoy a great 
time.   A Mariachi Band serenaded 
each table, followed by the Ballet 
Forklorico, a childrens cultural dance 
troupe, which included 8 children 
attending our Westchester schools 
that were just awesome.  Dressed in 
their colorful dresses and razor sharp 
pressed trousers and sombreros the 
troupe wowed us with precision 
dance steps performed by children 

as young as 3 years old.  The hour 
long salsa and bachata lesson that 
followed energized the participants 
even more.   Music was provided by 
DJ JohnnyDiggs who kept the festival 
alive throughout the day.  The event 
could not have happened without the 
cooperation of all of aforementioned 
groups.    

Food was provided by Christopher’s 
Speakeasy, Mattone Restaurant, and 
Tacos el Monaguillo.  Special thanks 
to Village Special Events Coordinator 
Molly “Magee” Keane who organized 
the event with an ad hoc group of 
community minded personalities 
including  Drs. Keith Suchy and Tom 
(Salsa) Sullivan,  Park Commissioner 
Derek Gordon, Park Executive 
Director Gary Kasanders, Westchester 
School Superintendent Mike Dziallo, 
Police Chief April Padalik, IT Manager 
Greg Hribal, Fire Chief James Adams, 
Public Works Director Dave Stoiser, 
Village Manager Janet Matthys, and 
Finance Director Anne Burkholder 
(who can schlep tables with the best 
of them). We hope to continue events 
like this throughout the year.

MOVIE IN THE PARK
On Tuesday, June 4, our partnership 

will continue with our first of 
several “MOVIES IN THE PARK”. The 
Westchester Park District Community 
Park located at 10201 Bond Street 
will be the site of the showing of “A 

See PRESIDENT, page 9
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BUGS LIFE”.  The movie will begin at 
8:30 pm inside the park.  Bring your 
kids, blankets and snacks and enjoy 
some quality time with your family, 
and don’t forget the “BUG SPRAY”. 
Concession items will be available for 
purchase. Additional movie nights are 
planned for July 2nd with a showing 
of “DESPICABLE ME” and August 6th, 
movie to be announced. 

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 
Westchester will again be having a 

4th of July Parade on Thursday, July 
4th.  The theme of the parade will be 
“HONOR OUR FIRST RESPONDERS”.  
Our Police and Fire Department 
personnel place themselves in harm’s 
way, day in and day out, to protect us.  
The parade will begin at Dorchester 
Ave. & Mayfair Ave. at 9:30 am.  Due to 
street re-construction on both Bond 
and Hull, the parade route will detour 
and travel south on Westchester Blvd 
from Canterbury.  Those persons who 
normally line up on Canterbury east 
of Westchester Blvd, on Newcastle 
Ave. by Divine Infant, and along Bond 
Street are cordially invited to line 

up along Westchester Blvd to view 
the parade.  We are sorry for the 
inconvenience, however, the safety 
of the participants and spectators 
necessitate this change. A map of the 
revised route is included in this issue 
of the newsletter. 

RELAY FOR LIFE-WESTCHESTER
The Relay for Life of Westchester 

will be held at Mayfair Park, 10835 
Wakefield Street, on June 8-June 9th.  
The journey to end cancer starts with 
a single step.  The American Cancer 
Society invites you to take that step 
with them by joining the global Relay 
For Life movement.  When you walk 
to end cancer at the Relay event, it’s 
your opportunity to not only honor 
cancer survivors and remember loved 
ones, but also to raise awareness 
about what we can do to stay well 
from cancer and raise money to help 
fuel the world’s largest walk to end 
cancer. Village staff members Melissa 
Fecarotta and Argelia Garbacz will be 
anchoring “The Village People” team 
at the relay. 

For more information contact 
Danielle Villari Swets at 1-312-279-
7276 or at danielle.swets@cancer.
org. 

FLEA MARKET SHOPPING

For those of you who love a 
bargain and flea market shopping 
the Westchester Community Church 
located at 1840 Westchester Blvd 
is the place to be, on Saturday, June 
15th, from 8:30 am to 2 pm.  Tons of 
great deals are to be had.  There will 
be tables inside and trunk/tent sales 
outside.  Please contact the church 
office at 708-865-1282 to rent a space.  
The event will happen rain or shine. 

GREEN TEAM ELECTRONIC  
RECYCLING

Saturday, June 8th, is the next 
scheduled ELECTRONICS 
RECYCLING DAY for the village.  
From 9am to Noon electronic 
devices can be brought to the rear 
of the Westchester Fire Department, 
Roosevelt Road Station.  Please enter 
Municipal Drive and drive through 
the rear of the post office to access 
the drop off spot.  Do not enter the 
driveway where the post office drop 
off boxes are located, as a traffic 
problem will occur. 

Each month, volunteers are called 
upon to donate their time to make 
the event a success.  If you would like 
to volunteer or if you are a student 
needing service hours, we welcome 
your help.  Please contact Molly 
Keane at 708-345-0020 for more 

information.

CANTERBURY GARAGE SALE
On Saturday, May 18th, The 

Canterbury Street Area held their 7th 
Annual Garage Sale.  I have not spoken 
to the organizer Cheryl Rodriguez, 
however, from driving through the 
area I could see there were many 
participants who joined in the fun 
and bargain hunting adventure.  I 
hope both the sellers and buyers 
found the event worthwhile.  I’m sure 
there is an 8th Annual Garage Sale in 
the works.  Great job to all!

MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN UPDATE
For those wondering when the 

Memorial Fountain at Cermak and 
Mannheim will be operational, we are 
waiting for the delivery of our electric 
control panel and the installation 
of a telephone pole from ComEd.  
Public Works crews have installed the 
conduit beneath the ground from the 
pump hose to the control panel and 
are ready to pull the wire through.  
Four decorative planters with flowers 
have been added to the benches, all 
provided though the generosity of 
Ms. Barbara Lucchese.  I’m hopeful 
the installation will be completed this 
month.  

PRESIDENT
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WESTCHESTER ELECTRIC  
AGGREGATION RESULTS

As a follow-up to Westchester’s 
Electric Aggregation referendum, I am 
pleased to announce the following 
results:  The cumulative savings to 
Westchester residents is $1,730,000 
per year.  The average single-family 
household savings is $290.00 per 
year.  Presently, Westchester has a 
power supply rate of 4.86 cents per 
kWh, while the ComEd power supply 
rate was 8.36 cents per kWh.  Our 
savings as part of the FirstEnergy 
cooperative purchase program 
vs ComEd is 42%.  96% of eligible 
Westchester accounts have enrolled 
in the aggregation program.  4% of the 
Westchester accounts have decided 
to stay with ComEd or have selected 
another company and have opted out 
of enrollment with FirstEnergy.

Residents, especially new residents, 
who would like to switch from 
ComEd to FirstEnergy can do so by 
contacting FirstEnergy at 1-888-254-
6359. You will need your current 
ComEd bill account number to 

proceed. Additional information 
about our aggregation program may 
be found on our website www.
westchester-il.org. 

FROM THE BOARD
At our May 14th Board Meeting, 

we said good-bye to Board Members 
Walter Novak and Brian Sloan.  Walter 
and Brian served the residents of 
Westchester since 2009.  Both men 
decided not to run in the April 2013 
election.  I was honored to present 
plaques of appreciation, as well as 
a Westchester Golden Year Jubilee 
key chain from 1975, to both of 
my colleagues and wished them 
well in their future endeavors.  I 
have known Wally since our days of 
Divine Providence productions of 
Showcase 98 and served with him on 
the Westchester School Board for 8 
years.  Both men are actively involved 
in the Westchester Civic Theatre and 
I’m sure they will continue to make 
Westchester a Great Place to Live. 
Although she was unable to attend 
the Board Meeting, we also extended 
our sincere appreciation to Catherine 
Booth who served as Village Clerk 
since 2009. 

YOUR  WESTCHESTER VILLAGE 
BOARD

At our May 14th Board Meeting, 
Donald Storino, a senior partner of 
our village law firm, Storino, Ramello, 
and Durkin, and sitting Judge for the 
Illinois Court of Claims, administered 
the oath of office to  myself as Elected 
President, your Elected Village Clerk 
Sherby Miller, and Elected Village 
Trustees Nicholas Steker, Celestine 
Reda and Angelo Calcagno.  The room 
was packed with our families and 
friends and a host of well wishers 
for a successful administration.   Nick 
was re-elected and has served the 
residents as a Village Trustee since 
2009.  Nick, Celeste and Angelo join 
sitting Trustees Paul Gattuso, Frank 
Perry, and Thomas Yurkovich.  All of 
the board members thank you for 
your support and pledge to serve 
with what is best for Westchester in 
our hearts and minds.

Also at the Board Meeting we 
approved the asphalt portion of our 
contract paving projects.  Central 
Blacktop was the low bidder in our 
competitive bid opening.  Central 
Blacktop will be grinding and 
resurfacing both the phase one and 
phase two street projects.  Phase’s 1 
& 2 have a total cost of $1,043,453.00. 
Phase 1 has a completion date of July 
12. Work will begin on June 3. Phase 
2 has a completion date of October 

31. Work will begin on September 3, 
(after labor Day).

A FEW REMINDERS
• Westchester Code enforcement 

has been receiving many complaints 
regarding the height of uncut grass.  
Please make every attempt to cut the 
grass before it exceeds our 8 inch 
limit.

• Please make every attempt to 
beautify your property by adding 
some flowers or plants.  Curb appeal 
goes a long way. 

• Also make sure your garbage toter, 
yard waste bags, and recycling toter, 
are not brought out earlier than 3pm 
the day before your scheduled pick-
up, and returned no later than 8am 
the day after collection.  Violators are 
subject to a citation.

• Additionally, we have been receiving 
several calls reporting inoperative and 
unlicensed cars parked on driveways 
in public view.  To avoid enforcement 
action, please remove them from 
public view or make them operable 
with license plates and vehicle tags.

• Backflow Prevention Devices 
are required by state law on those 
homes with underground residential 
sprinklers installed in their lawn.   

PRESIDENT
Continued from page 9

See PRESIDENT, page 13
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Backflow prevention devices protect 
your drinking water from pollution 
or contamination. Contact Melissa 
Headley, Community Development 
Director at 708-345-0199 with 
questions regarding these devices.

• Parents hosting graduation parties 
need to be vigilant to prevent any 
alcohol consumption.  Parental 
responsibility laws have been enacted 
that make parents accountable for the 
actions of their children.

• Texting while driving is illegal.  Far 
too many persons, especially teens, 
have been injured and killed as a 
result of texting while driving. Please 
take the pledge and adopt the A T & 
T “It Can Wait” campaign.  For more 
information www.att.com 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY JUNE 16th
Many people of the United States and 

around the world celebrate Father’s 
Day as a day to express gratitude 
and appreciation to their Father by 
giving presents and cards.  Father’s 
Day comes on the 3rd Sunday of June 
each year.  Father’s Day started in 1910 
to compliment Mother’s Day. Mrs. 
John Dodd of Spokane Washington 
started the custom throughout the 
United States and in 1936 a National 
Committee was formed. In 1966, 
President Lyndon Johnson issued 
the first presidential proclamation 
honoring fathers and designated it to 
be celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of 
June.  In 1972, President Richard Nixon 
signed it into law as a National Holiday. 
Headquartered in New York City, the 
National Committee annually selects a 
Father of the Year.  Some of the famous 
fathers that have been selected are 
General Douglas McArthur, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, and President 
Harry Truman.

Please join me in celebrating the 
life of all fathers everywhere.  If your 
dad is alive, make sure you reach out 
to him in some way and tell him how 
much he means to you.  If your dad 
has passed on, hopefully you were 
able to say the things that you wanted 
to say before he passed on.  If you 
did not have that chance I’m sure he 
is listening and watching your every 
move from a better place.  Take a 
minute and tell him how much you 
love him and miss him.

JUNE CALENDAR
In addition to Father’s Day there are 

several other days in June that need to 
be recognized.

• June 2nd was National Cancer 
Survivors Day.  Please attend the Relay 
For Life June 8-9.

• June 14th is Flag Day.  Fly your 
American Flag with Pride.

• June 21st is the Summer Solstice.  
Enjoy the 1st Day of Summer Fun.

ROBO CALL TELEPHONE LIST
During the Month of April and May, 

I sent 3 automated telephone calls 
(ROBO Calls) in an attempt to notify 
all residents that we were in the midst 
of a disaster, that I was scheduling a 
Town Hall Meeting to address flood 
concerns, and to notify you that Flood 
Damage Assessment Forms were 
available.  I do not make these calls just 
to do them, but to inform you of what 
I believe, as your Village President, are 
pressing matters needing immediate 
attention.  Unfortunately, I found that I 
did NOT have access to numerous cell 
phone numbers. 

We are in the communication age 
and I would like to be able to send 
these alerts to all of you.  I know 
some people do not want to share 
their telephone number with anyone, 
and I understand that.  However, my 
attempt is to offer you an opportunity 
to add your number to our list to 
better inform you of these pressing 
matters.  If you would like to have 
your home or cell number added to 
the call list, please contact our 9-1-1 
and I.T. Manager Greg Hribal at the 
Westchester Police Department 708-
345-0060.  We can also explain how 
you can enroll in our NIXLE program 
where you can receive additional 
alerts via email and text messaging 
which include important information 
as well.

POLICE OPEN HOUSE 
On Saturday, May 18th, Chief April 

Padalik hosted an open house at the 
Westchester Police Department to 
culminate Police Memorial Week. An 
estimated one hundred visitors enjoyed 
tours of the Police Department, taser 
and crime evidence exhibits, and a 
police dog demonstration by Officer 
Dan and his police dog Diesel. Thanks 
to the Forest Park Police Department 
for letting Officer Dan and Diesel attend 
our open house. We took many mug 
shots of local “cookie thief’s”! Thanks 
to Chief April Padalik, Lt. Mike O’Hagan, 
Community Relations Officer Rob 
Verber, Sgt. Vince LaManna, Detective 
Eric LoCoco, Officer Keith Rollins, 
Officer Jeff Battaglia, I.T. Manager Greg 
Hribal, C.S.O. Cody Padalik, and Village 
Manager Janet Matthys for making the 
event such a success!

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
Congratulations to all 2013 

Graduates! We would like to give 
special recognition to high school 
graduates James Adams, Rencie Baldon, 
and Sergio Navar who were named 
Illinois State Scholers. James Adams 
was also named St. Joseph High School 
Student Athlete of the Year. Great job! 
We know you all have very promising 
futures!

  

 
 
 

   

Boy Ballet Folklorico Performers during Cinco de Mayo.

The Ballet Folklorico performers at Cinco de Mayo Fiesta on May 4, 2013.

Participants in the Salsa lesson showing off new moves!

PRESIDENT
Continued from page 12
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The Westchester Public Schools 
is proud to announce their retirees 
for the 2012-2013 school year.  Each 
will be taking with them pages of 
memories dedicated to the education 
of our Westchester children.   
Valerie Fink, Family Consumer 

Science – Home Economics Teacher at 
Westchester Middle School, has taught 
in our District for 33 years.  She is most 
thankful to the Westchester families 
for giving her the opportunity to 
teach their children and for telling her 
how important her class was to their 
children.  

She will miss the eyes opening 
wide with wonder as the Dutch Baby 
Pancake begins to bubble & rise like 
a fluffy volcano;  hearing about the 
letter pillows that adorn just about 
every household in Westchester;  
countless giggles;  former student 
emails requesting old recipes to share 
with their children;  those new faces 
of students that look just like mom or 
dad;  a former student, now a parent, 
asking for advice and commenting, 
“I’m still learning from you.” 

Her most cherished memories are the 
displays of good citizenship nurtured 
by former parents and former teachers 
– students doing the right thing, the 
noble thing, and a kind thing without 
being told to do so by adults. 
Debra Railsback, Bus Driver, has 

transported our students to and 
from school safely for 25 years.  She 
was assigned to the BIG bus, but on 
several occasions drove the Special 
Needs bus.  You could always count 
on Debbie to lead our downtown 
field trips.  Busy traffic or city driving 
did not discourage her nor would 
she let it prevent our children from 
participating in a learning experience.  
Debbie was a “one-of-a-kind” bus driver.  
She remained calm at all times, was 
punctual and dependable.  She will 
miss the many faces that she grew to 
know oh so well.  
Nancy Higgins, Grade 2 Classroom 

Teacher, has taught in our District as a 
full time teacher for 22 years.  When 
asked to name one thing for which 
she was most proud she replied, “I 
feel so proud when I witness the 
transformation of a reluctant reader 
into a confident, skilled child.  It is an 
amazing change that never becomes 
routine or taken for granted.”   She 
remembers her work with other 
passionate teachers and parents 
who brought the recycling program 
to Westchester Public Schools.  She 
remembers her early involvement with 
PBIS and being inspired that children 
have applied themselves inside and 
outside of school.  Nancy will miss 

the many smiles of the students as 
well as the lifelong friendships made 
within her school family.  She plans 
to become a master gardener, travel, 
read the novels that have been tucked 
away, and most of all enjoy time 
with her family.  Nancy would like to 
thank Westchester Public Schools for 
educating her own children and for 
helping them grow into successful 
adults.  “The children of Westchester 
will always be a valuable treasure I 
hold in my heart.  I am proud to be a 
teacher.”  
Lynn Dowiarz, Self-Contained 

Special Education Teacher at 
Westchester Primary School, has 
been a member of our District for 
nineteen years and has currently 
taught this position for sixteen.  Lynn 
is most proud that she chose the right 
profession.  She still loves walking 
into her classroom and teaching 
after all these years.  Her greatest joy 
was the day a student started to read 
and made a connection to the world 
around them.  The sweet little hugs and 
heart prints given over the years will 
always be remembered.  The everyday 
reading and singing with her students 
will be missed.  Sharing funny stories 
with colleagues too will be missed.  
To the community Lynn would like to 
say, “Parents are so vital to their child’s 
education.  Be there, be involved, be 
enthused, ask them questions – the 
time goes much too quickly!”  Lynn 
plans to enjoy her granddaughter, work 
in her garden, travel a bit, continue to 
read, and MAYBE clean her house. 
Lynn Novak, Director of Curriculum, 

has been an administrator in our District 
for thirteen years.  She is proud of the 

enrichment, intervention, bilingual, 
technology, and Staff Development 
programs that the District has been 
able to implement in spite of economic 
uncertainty. 

Lynn remembers the teachers’ 
commitment to focusing on the 
strengths and needs of individual 
students.  It was a joy to see teachers 
meet the challenge that small group 
instruction brings and to see the 
enthusiasm and satisfaction on the 
faces of students when their learning 
needs were met and knowing they 
had a choice of learning activities.

She will miss working with the 
wonderful professionals who have 
brought a sense of dedication and a 
priority for student learning to the 
Westchester schools.  The teachers 
demonstrated creativity, collegiality 
and a commitment to children that 
inspired her daily. The support staff 
provided the assistance to students 
and parents that is so necessary to 
make schools work.  “The District 
Office staff is especially dear to me. 
They work together behind the 
scenes so that the Westchester Public 
Schools is a functional and vital place 
to learn and work. The wonderful folks 
who make up the Westchester Public 
School system are what I will miss.”

Lynn plans to stay active and 
engaged in educational professional 
organizations, in particular Illinois 
ASCD. She plans to spend some leisure 
time gardening, reading and traveling. 
“Time with family is important to me 
and I look forward to having more 
discretionary time to spend with 
family members.”

“The close-knit Westchester 

community could be a model for other 
communities as its governmental 
bodies continue to work together to 
provide services for its citizens. The 
focus on families and children is an 
inspiration and a reason to celebrate. 
Collaboration is the key to successfully 
planning a bright future for the families 
and children of Westchester.”
LaVerne Pope, cafeteria supervisor 

at Westchester Middle School, has 
served healthy lunches to our students 
for over 10 years.  She will always 
remember the faces on the children as 
they passed through the line – happy 
smiles when the menu was to their 
liking and not so happy faces when 
the menu was disappointing.  LaVerne 
will miss her entire middle school 
family who treated her with love & 
kindness on a daily basis.  She plans 
on enjoying the non-scheduled time 
of the day, summertime, and sitting on 
the patio with her dog, Merry. 
Rosemary Baines, cafeteria 

supervisor at Westchester Primary 
School, has served nourishing lunches 
to our young children for eight years.  
She enjoyed seeing their faces as 
they walked into the lunchroom 
and the interaction with them daily.  
Her greatest joy was the expression 
of love that the children shared.  She 
appreciates the fine arts programs 
and their importance in a child’s 
education.  Rosemary plans to do 
volunteer work within the community 
and enjoy her grandchildren & great 
grandson.  Rosemary would like to say 
to the community “to take an interest 
in volunteering at the school and see 
what the young people are doing, be 
supportive of the teachers and staff.”      

Teachers beginning a new chapter

Back Row (L to R):  Valerie Fink, Lynn Novak, Lynn Dowiarz, Rosemary Baines. Front Row (L to R):  Debra Railsback, LaVerne Pope, Nancy Higgins 
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Saturday, June 1 
 
Westchester Park District Pool Opens 

Sunday, June 2 
Golf Outing 12:00 P.M. at Marriott 
Oak Brook Hills, 5:00 P.M. din-
ner buffet and cash bar.  Divine 
Providence School, 2500 Mayfair 
Avenue, 708-562-2258, www.
divineprovidenceschool.org:

A Baccalaureate Mass for 8th grade 
graduates of Divine Infant Jesus 
School, will be held at church@ 9:30 
A.M., 1601 Newcastle Ave.   Con-
tact the rectory at 708-865-8071 
for more information.

Tuesday, June 4  
Board of Education Committee of the 
Whole Meeting at WMS 6:30 P.M.

Raft Night at the Westchester Park 
District Pool 
 
CUB SCOUT PACK 73 Westchester 
is hosting an Open House and Ice 
Cream Social on at 7:00 P.M., at the 
Westchester Community Church, 
1840 Westchester Blvd. Boys in 
Kindergarten through 4th grade 
are invited to attend. Boys will par-
ticipate in the Rain Gutter Regata 
while parents  gain information 
on Cub Scouting. Boys must be ac-
companied by an adult. For more 
information, contact Cub Master, 
Dennis Regan at cspack73@gmail.
com.
Movie in the Park showing of “A 
Bugs Life” hosted by the Village of 
Westchester and Westchester Park 
District. Movie will be held at 
Westchester Community Center 
Park, 10201 Bond St. and will 
begin at 8:30 PM. Bring blankets, 
chairs, a picnic and the whole 
family for this free event. Conces-
sion items will also be available for 
purchase.

Wednesday, June 5 
Last Day of School - Grade 8 WMS

All School mass at 8:00 A.M. at 
Divine Infant Jesus Church, 1600 
Newcastle Avenue. Come join 
us.For more information, contact 
the school office at 708-865-0122.
Last day of school for students at 
Divine Infant Jesus, 1640 Newcastle 
Ave. Dismissal at 11:35 AM.

Thursday, June 6
Last Day of School – EC through 
Grade 7 WPS

WMS 8th Grade Graduation at Hins-
dale Central H.S.  7:00 P.M.

Friday, June 7
Final School Dismissal 10:30 A.M. 
Divine Providence School, 2500 
Mayfair Avenue,
708-562-2258, www.divineprovidenc-
eschool.org:

Monday, June 10
1st Session Swim Lessons Begin at 
Westchester Park District Pool
7:30 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. Economic De-
velopment Committee Meeting in 
the Village Hall Community Room 

Tuesday, June 11
**West Suburban Senior Services-The 
Relatives Raising Children support 
group meets the 2nd Tuesday from 
10:00AM-11:00 AM and the 4th Tues-
day from 5:30 PM-7:00 PM (dinner 
and childcare provided). The LGBT 
group meets every Friday from 
11am-2pm. These groups are all 
at our Forest Park location-8300 
Roosevelt Rd
Village Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Village Hall Court Room with 
the Committee of the Whole Meet-
ing immediately follows.

Wednesday, June 12
DIVINE PROVIDENCE OVER 50 CLUB 
- Our next meeting will be held on 
June 12, 2013 in the Mayfair Room 
at Divine Providence.  .  There will 
be no meeting on June 5th.  Doors 
will open at 11:30 A.M.  We will 
be celebrating summer with our 
Picnic and serving Box Lunches at 
Noon. Members $8.00 and Guests 
$9.00.  If you have not obtained 
your ticket yet you can call Ruth 
@708-947-9020.  Deadline for 
tickets is June 3rd.  We will also be 
having a “Sister Act” Skit.   This will 
be our last meeting until Septem-
ber.  Please note***Trip to Boston, 
Salem and the North Shore is 
planned for September 4-10, 2013.  
Cost is $615 per person, based 

on double occupancy.  This will 
include a guided tour of Boston, 
JFK  library and Museum, His-
toric Gloucester “America’s Oldest 
Seaport” and Faneuil Hall Market-
place and much more.   You will 
have motor coach transportation, 
6 nights lodging, 6 breakfasts and 
4 dinners.  Make your reservation 
today with Marianne @ 708-562-
3766.  $75.00 deposit is required.  
Final payment will be due July 1, 
2013. Have a safe and great sum-
mer.  See you in September.

Saturday June 15  
Flea Market - Saturday, June 15, 2013, 
8:30 A.M.–2:00 P.M. Westchester 
Community Church, 1840 
Westchester Blvd, Westchester.  $5 
early bird shopping admittance 
from 8:00 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. Other-
wise free admittance.  Food will 
be served from 8:00 A.M. – 1:30 
P.M.  Proceeds will go to special 
projects in the church.  For more 
information call the church office 
at 708-865-1282.  Event occurs 
rain or shine.
Market Day Pickup 8:30 A.M. -9:30 
A.M. Divine Providence School, 
2500 Mayfair Avenue, 708-562-
2258, www.divineprovidenc-
eschool.org:
Garage Sale, 9:00 A.M. -3:00 P.M. at 
1359 Manchester Ave, new Singer, 
new fire pit, office ware, house 
wares, cd’s, etc. Good prices, no 
flood merchandise. N.E.B., corner 
of Manchester and Dickens.
Tuesday, June 18
Raft Night at the Westchester Park 
District Pool

Saturday, June 22  
Westchester Community Church 
Youth Group Car Wash - from 8:30 
A.M. - 11:30 A.M.  Cost is $5 per 
car and $8 per van or truck.  
Please have your car washed, and 
support our youth in their activities - 
1840 Westchester Blvd., Westchester, 
IL 708-865-1282

 
Monday, June 24 
2nd Session Swim Lessons Begins 
Westchester Park District Pool

7:30 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. Economic De-
velopment Committee Meeting in 
the Village Hall Community Room 

Tuesday, June 25
**West Suburban Senior Services-The 
Relatives Raising Children support 
group meets the 2nd Tuesday from 
10:00A.M.-11:00 A.M. and the 4th 
Tuesday from 5:30 P.M.-7:00 P.M. 
(dinner and childcare provided). 
The LGBT group meets every Fri-
day from 11am-2pm. 
These groups are all at our Forest 
Park location-8300 Roosevelt Rd
Village Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Village Hall Court Room with 
the Committee of the Whole Meet-
ing immediately follows.

Tuesday, July 2
Movie in the Park showing of “De-
spicable Me” hosted by the Village 
of Westchester and Westchester 
Park District. Movie will be held 
at Westchester Community Cen-
ter Park, 10201 Bond St. and will 
begin at 8:30 pm. Bring blankets, 
chairs, a picnic and the whole 
family for this free event. Conces-
sion items will also be available for 
purchase.
 
Tuesday, July 4
Westchester’s Annual 4th of July Pa-
rade will begin promptly at 9:30 AM. 
The theme for this year’s parade 
will be “Honor our First Respond-
ers”, please come out and support 
the parade. As always, a celebra-
tion in the Community Park will 
immediately follow the parade. 
Please note the change in the 
parade route this year due to road 
construction on Bond and Hull.  
A copy of the revised route is 
included on page 5 of the newslet-
ter.

Westchester area seniors bus trip on April 28, 2013 to Dollywood and the Smoky Mountains. Check out the upcoming DP Over 50 trip planned in Sep-
tember. All seniors welcome! 
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PLEASE RECYCLE ME!


