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LETTER

SCHOOL IS BACK IN SESSION
Summer fun has come to a close.  Newspaper ads 

during the latter weeks of August alerting us to sales of 
school supplies, school clothing as well as registration 
dates signaled us all that school is back in session.

To all you students out there: I know it is never 
easy to get back into the school year, but I encourage 
each and every one of you to make the most of your 
school experience.  The knowledge you will gain, 
the friendships you will make, and the growth you 
will experience this coming year will help form the 
foundation necessary to continue doing well in school 
and transition into successful adults in the near or 
distant future. 

I fondly remember my school days at the Mary Jane 
Kennedy Grammar School, now called the Westchester 
Primary School.  I still stay in touch with some of my 
classmates, Ricky and Randy.  Every time we see each 
other we reminisce about the days of old and the 
shenanigans we got into.  In those days most everyone 
that attended public high school, attended Proviso 
West High School in Hillside, IL.  Most others went 
to either St. Joseph High School, Immaculate Heart 
of Mary High School right here in Westchester, or 
another private school in a neighboring community.  
High School provides us all with the opportunity to 
build new friendships and continue pursuing both 
academic and extracurricular excellence, be it in 

football, basketball, volleyball, badminton, wrestling, 
gymnastics, swimming, cross-country, baseball, golf, 
track, college prep, various clubs, social dances, band, 
auto shop, engineering graphics, and a whole host of 
other opportunities.  These activities help broaden our 
academic and social horizons.  

To all you shy kids out there, there is still time to 
break out of that shell and fi nd your voice.  As hard 
as it may be for many of you to believe, I was a shy 
(albeit mischievous) lad just waiting to fi nd my nitch 
in life.  My fi rst day at Proviso was a real eye opener.  
Our freshman class in September of 1971 had over 
1,000 students in it.  That alone made it hard to remain 
shy.  I encourage you to make time to form some solid 
friendships, apply yourself in your academic courses, 
join sports or clubs that interest you, and most of all 
do your best and have fun.  In no time you will see that 
it is much more fun breaking out of your shell can be.  
To each and every High School or College student out 
there, just remember there is a bright, new exciting 
world with many opportunities waiting for you.… 
MAKE IT HAPPEN!  YOU ARE THE FUTURE!  Make this 
year one of the best years of your life!

10th ANNIVERSARY OF 9-11
September 11, 2011 marks the 10th anniversary of 
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Matt Wilson, Kyle Wilson, Faye Domokos, Sean Lorenzen, and Jose Espin pose with President Sam Pulia and Trustee Yurkovich after 
a hard day of work cleaning up the Village.  The students are working towards earning the Sheriff’s Youth Service Medal of Honor, 
awarded to high school students who have contributed at least 100 hours of volunteer service to their communities.
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this country’s most tragic terrorist 
attack.  It is not only a day on which we 
as a country mourn the senseless act 
of violence that took the lives of over 
3000 innocent victims, it is also a day 
on which I mourn the personal loss of 
my cousin FDNY firefighter Thomas 
Casoria who perished in World Trade 
Center Tower 1 while trying to save 
others on 9/11/01.  Tommy was only 29 
years old, and was to be married just one 
month later.  Thomas Casoria’s story is 
only one of many personal losses that 
were experienced that dreadful day.  I 
can hardly believe that 10 years have 
passed since this vicious terrorist attack 
changed the lives of every person across 
the world.  I am sure that I, like everyone 
else, can remember exactly where we 
were when we heard the news and 
remained glued to the television in the 
days and weeks that followed watching 
in living color the horror and surreal 
spectacle that occurred in New York 
City, Washington D.C., and Shanksville 
Pennsylvania.  Although the number of 
dead that fateful day was in the thousands, 
the mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, 
children, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents, nieces, nephews, and 
friends left behind with a hole in their 
heart forever are too numerous to count.  
Let’s not forget the pledge we made that 
fateful day … WE WILL NEVER FORGET.  
Let’s do this by honoring the lives lost, 
and supporting the ones that were left 
behind.  

In 2001, right after the towers fell and 
I received word that my cousin Thomas 
Casoria was among the missing, the 
anger I felt because my homeland had 
been attacked, coupled with the sorrow 
of the possible loss of my cousin, I knew 
that I, as a police officer, had to help.  So 
I packed up my police gear, tools and 
supplies and headed straight for New 
York.  I had no idea what I would find.  
The devastation I saw upon arriving at 
Ground Zero is something that is burned 
in my memory forever.  All I could say to 
the young sergeant I was standing next 
to was “We are not in Kansas anymore.”  
It was devastation we in America had 
never experienced on our homeland.  
For weeks, I worked side by side with 
other first responders at Ground Zero 
searching for survivors.  I will never 
forget the solemnity of the rainy night 
ceremonies when the remains of a 
firefighter or other first responder were 
discovered and brought up the ramp 
from Ground Zero.  It was a scene that 
played out too many times in the weeks 
and months that followed.  I might note 
that firefighter Casoria’s remains were 
not brought out of Ground Zero until 
April 2002, over 7 months after the 
attacks.  He was finally laid to rest in 
August of 2002, almost a year after the 

attack.  
This year, as I have for the past ten 

years, I will make my pilgrimage to 
Ground Zero to honor and remember 
all those who died, and visit with family 
who were directly impacted by this 
tragedy.  My father came from New York 
(Brooklyn to be exact) and many of my 
family still live there.  I also use this 
time to visit and provide support to all 
of them.  I also don’t mind eating pasta, 
canolli, and drinking expresso coffee like 
all good Italians do.  I am also bracing 
myself for the bombardment of hugs and 
kisses from relatives I don’t even know.  

This year our pilgrimage to Ground 
Zero on 9/11 will be a little bit more 
special.  I have been selected by 
Mayor Bloomberg to participate in the 
ceremonies at Ground Zero and be a 
reader of the names of those who died 
on 9/11. When I was notified of this 
honor on August 5th I couldn’t help but 
stop and reflect on all that has occurred 
over the past 10 years since 9/11 and 
what still needs to be done. 

WE WILL NEVER FORGET!

DUPLICATE BILLING ERROR FOR 
THOSE WATER/SEWER BILLS RECEIVED 
IN LATE AUGUST 

For those of you who received your 
water/sewer bill the last week of August, I 
bet it was a real eye-opener.  Water/Sewer 
bills are sent out every three months to 
different areas of the Village.  We have 
a service that generates these bills and 
mails them out on behalf of the Village.  
For those of you who received your bill at 
the end of August, I am sure you noticed 
that there was a duplicate billing of your 
water and sewer services.  As soon as 
this error was brought to our attention 
a robo call was sent to all residents that 
were affected.  For those of you who do 
not have a phone on record with the 
Village and may have received a bill with 
duplicate billing, the robo call informed 
the residents that the Village was aware 
of the error and new bills were going to 
be generated promptly.  If you received a 
duplicate bill and have not yet received a 
corrected bill please contact the Village 
Hall at 708-345-0020. Due to this error 
the deadline for payment of these bills 
has been extended to September 20, 
2011.  

NEW PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS
As you well know, the storms of July 

have created havoc on the trees in our 
Village.  Not a day goes by that we do 
not receive a request for tree trimmings, 
broken branch notifications, and even 
removal of parkway trees severely 
damaged by the storms of late.  Please 
know that your requests have been 
received and are being processed in the 
most expedient manner.  At a recent board 
meeting I presented to the Board over 
50 to 60 requests for tree related issues.  
These requests are being handled not 
only by our own in-house tree experts, 
but also our tree contractor, Sinnott Tree 

Service.  I ask that you please bear with 
us and be patient as it will take some 
time to process all these requests.  Rest 
assured all requests will be processed.

  
BRANCH REMOVAL/PICKUP FOR 

SEPTEMBER CHANGED
Branch Removal/Pickup for September 

will be September 12th through the 16th.  
Make sure all branches are placed on 
the parkway by Sunday September 11th 
and left there until they are removed.  It 
is imperative to get all branches to the 
parkway by September 11th because 
once the crews have completed a street 
they will not pass down that street again 
until the next month’s pickup.  

Branch Removal/Pickup for October 
2011 will be the week of October 3rd 
through the 7th.

ASPHALT PATCHWORK REPAIRS
As promised, our Public Works 

Department embarked on an aggressive 
asphalt project during the month of 
August which I am sure will flow into this 
month as well.  From August 8th to the 
12th the Village rented a street grinder 
at a cost of approximately $8,000.00.  
This grinder was used on streets in 
several locations of the Village where 
the Street Department determined a 
patch repair was not only necessary, but 
would  add to the viability of the street 
until a wholesale reconstruction could 
be done.

The patching crew consists of the 

following:  three employees driving 
trucks back and forth to Central Blacktop 
in Countryside, Illinois; an employee 
operating the paving box; at least three 
employees leveling the hot asphalt; and 
one employee rolling the asphalt flat.  As 
you can see 8 staff members are being 
utilized to perform and complete this 
project.  Their plan is to complete the 
main thoroughfares such as Balmoral, 
Sunnyside, and Enterprise Drive before 
tackling the residential streets.  This is 
the first time our Public Works staff has 
embarked on a project like this.  Each 
dump truck carries 8 tons of asphalt.  We 
have calculated an excess of 500 tons 
of asphalt will be used to complete this 
project.  At $53.00 dollars a ton, the cost 
of this project is over $50,000.00.  

Since taking office in 2009, this Board 
has been able to totally reconstruct 16 
streets.  We are hopeful that we will be 
able to continue on our present course.  
Springfield and Washington D.C. have 
not been very forthcoming with the 
monies needed to move our projects 
forward.  Over the past two years we 
have already spent 3.5 million dollars on 
street reconstruction projects.

WATER MAIN PROJECTS
In addition to the 3.5 million spent 

on street reconstruction projects, water 
main projects have cost the Village 
an additional 1.5 million dollars.  We 

DESK
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911 Telecommunicator 
Martin Cruse

What made you choose police/

fire dispatch as a profession?

I have always had a strong 
desire to help people both on an 
individual and a community level.

Describe a good day at work. 

A good day at work would be 
being able to get somebody the 
help they need promptly, whether 
it is police officers to a home for an 
incident, or the fire department for a 
fire or medical emergency.

What is the best part of your 
job?

The best part of my job is the 
personal satisfaction knowing I have 
done something to help someone in 
their time of need.  I also enjoy the 
people that I work with.

What is the downside of your 
job? 

The downside is missing out on 
a lot of family activities. The job is 
not Monday through Friday, 9 AM 
to 5 PM, it’s 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week.

What advice would you give 
someone looking to be a 911 
telecommunicator?

 Don’t think of this as just a job, as 
there are real lives on the line that 
are calling in.  If you can’t handle 
the highs and lows, let someone else 
do it. 

What would occur on your 
perfect day off? 

My ideal day off would be 
spending the day fishing with my 
wife Jamie and children Charlie and 
Samantha.  

In an ongoing effort at 
attempting to keep our children 
safe while getting in and out of 
school, the Village of Westchester 
recently amended parking 
restrictions at the Westchester 
Primary School and at Westchester 
Middle School.

 At the Primary School, you can 

no longer park on the east side of 
Essex from 2400 to 10650 Essex 
between 8:30 am- 9:30 am and 
again from 3 pm-4 pm on School 
Days Only. 

At the Middle School, you can no 
longer park on both the east or 
west side of Haase from Canterbury 
north to the entrance of 1550 Haase 

between 8 am- 9 am and again from 
3 pm-4 pm on School Days Only.

Drivers are reminded to pay 
attention to posted signs and yellow 
painted curbs in and around all 
school areas. If the curb is yellow, it 
is a NO PARKING ZONE. Vehicles 
left unattended in no parking zones 
will be ticketed. 

1. On July 15th at 11:48am, a 
theft of wallet was reported at 
the Jewel Foods Store at 2128 
Mannheim Road.  It was reported 
that the wallet was removed from 
a purse while shopping in the 
store.  Taken were credit cards 
and $50.

2. On July 20th at 8:56am, a 
burglary to motor vehicle was 
reported at the Hampton Inn 
located at 2222 Enterprise Drive.  
The vehicle owner advised that 
sometime during the previous night 
unknown subject(s) broke out the 
rear passenger window removing a 
computer from the vehicle.

3. On July 24th at 2:17pm, a 
residential burglary was reported 
on the 1600 block of Portsmouth 
Ave.  It was reported that unknown 
person(s) entered a vacant house 
and removed appliances from the 
house. 

4. On July 25th at 3:59pm, a 
criminal damage to vehicle was 
reported on the 700 block of 
Newcastle Ave. The resident 
reported that unknown person(s) 
drilled a hole in the bottom of 
their vehicles gas tank.  Vehicle was 
parked in the alley upon discovery.  
Additionally, on July 26th at 5:11pm 
another resident reported a similar 
incident involving their vehicle also 
on the 700 block of Newcastle. 

5. On July 28th at 3:13pm, a 
retail theft was reported at the 
Dominick’s Food Store located 
at 3020 Wolf Road. A male was 
observed leaving the store with 
a cart full of baby diapers and 
formula with a value of $447.12. 
When confronted by security 
the offender fled the scene in 
a tan sport utility vehicle.  The 

merchandise was recovered by 
store security. 

6. On August 1st at 10:13pm 
a stolen vehicle was located 
unoccupied on the 2200 block 
of Kensington.  The vehicle was 
previously reported stolen in La 
Grange Park earlier in the day.  A 
window was found open and the 
keys were on the seat. No offenders 
were located in or around the 
vehicle upon its discovery.

7. On August 3rd at 8:10pm, a 

burglary to garage was reported on 
the 10300 block of Wight Street. The 
resident reported that entry was 
made to the garage and a bicycle 
was taken.  No forced entry to the 
garage was observed.  

8. On August 10th at 7:22am, a 
theft of bicycle was reported on 
the 700 block of Norfolk Ave.  The 
resident advised that the bicycle 
was left unlocked in the back yard 
and was removed sometime during 
the past day. 

Dispatch Spotlight

Police Blotter
July 15th through August 15th 2011 

Parking restrictions around schools
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September:  Library Card Sign-up 
Month.  Reminder for parents and 
students to register/update library 
cards for new school year.

Monday, September 1

Registration begins for Youth 
Storytimes at the Library.
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting, 
Westchester Village Hall, Board 
Room 7 PM.

September 4 & 5 

Library closed for Labor Day holiday.

Monday, September 5

Labor Day No School for 
Westchester Public Schools.  Village 
Hall closed.  Monday garbage pick-
up will be Tuesday, Tuesday Garbage 
pick-up is Wednesday. Divine Infant 
Jesus School closed.

Tuesday, September 6

Library normal hours return:  Mon-
Thurs 9:30 AM-9 PM, Sat 9:30 AM-5 
PM, and Sun 1 PM-5 PM.

Wednesday, September 7

All School mass at 8 AM at Divine 
Infant Jesus Church, 1600 Newcastle 
Avenue.  Come join us.  For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 865-0122.

Thursday, September 8

Curriculum Night at WMS from 6:30 
PM-8:15 PM Westchester Public 
Schools.

International Literacy Day at Library. 

Vision & Hearing testing at Divine 
Infant Jesus School, 1640 Newcastle 
Avenue. Students in Pre-School, 
Kindergarten and second grades 
will have hearing and vision 
tests, students in grades 5 and 8 
will have their vision tested and 
students in grades 1 and 3 will 
have their hearing tested. For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 865-0122.

“Meet the Teacher” night will 
be held for families of students 
entering Pre-school through grade 
2, at 7 PM. at Divine Infant Jesus 
School, 1640 Newcastle Avenue.

Friday, September 9

First Friday Adoration; 8 AM - 7 PM; 
Divine Providence Church, 2600 
Mayfair.  

Saturday, September 10

Market Day pick up at WMS from 
10 AM-10:30 AM Westchester Public 
Schools 

September 10 & 11

Religious Education Registration; 
after 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 Masses, 
Divine Providence Church Narthex, 
2600 Mayfair 

Sunday, September 11

11:30 PM - Rally Day, Westchester 
Community Church - Snacks, 
games, and refreshments, all are 
welcome 

Back to School Picnic 1PM-5PM 
@ Mayfair Park.  Celebrate the 
start of another school year with 
entertainment, food, and FUN!!

Monday, September 12

Economic Development Committee 
Meeting, Westchester Village Hall, 
Community Room, 7:30 AM.

The Divine Infant Jesus School 
student body will be Praying the 
Rosary -2:10 PM at Church, 1600 
Newcastle Avenue.  Come join us.  
For more information, contact the 
school office at 865-0122.
 
Police and Fire Commission 
Meeting, Westchester Village Hall, 
Community Room 6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 13

Friends of the Library Chess and 
Scrabble Game Night,  6:30 – 8:45 
PM at Library.  Membership in 
Friends required.  Membership table 
available on game nights.

Village Board Meeting followed by 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  
Westchester Village Hall -Board 
Room, 7 PM

Bilingual PAC Meeting at 7 PM 
Westchester Public Schools. 

Grade 2 Sacrament Orientation  
Meeting at 7 PM at Divine Infant 
Jesus School, 1640 Newcastle 
Avenue.  Contact Sr. Susan Majcen 
708-865-8086 for more information.

Wednesday, September 14

All School mass at 8 AM at Divine 
Infant Jesus Church, 1600 Newcastle 
Avenue.  Come join us.  For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 865-0122.

“Meet the Teacher” night will 
be held for families of students 
entering 3rd, 4th and 5th grades  
at 7:00 PM. at Divine Infant Jesus 
School, 1640 Newcastle Avenue.

Market Day pick-up from 5:30 – 
6:30 PM in Langan Hall at Divine 
Infant Jesus.  Contact Toni Podock at 
708-865-8071 for more information.

 
Table Grace resumes; 11:30 AM-1 
PM; Divine Providence Ministry 
Center, 2540 Mayfair

Beginner Band Parent Meeting at 
WIS from 5 PM-8 PM 
Citizens Advisory Board Meeting, 
Westchester Village Hall, Community 
Room 7 PM.

8th Grade Washington DC Parent 
Meeting at WMS 7 PM 

Citizens Advisory Board Meeting, 
Westchester Village Hall, Community 
Room 7 PM.

Thursday, September 15

Early Childhood Screenings at WPS 
by appointment only. 

“Meet the Teacher” night will 
be held for families of students 
entering 6th, 7th and 8th  grades  at 
7 PM. at Divine Infant Jesus School, 
1640 Newcastle Avenue.

Curriculum Night at WIS from 
6:30 PM-8 PM Westchester Public 
Schools. 

Friday, September 16

Taize Ecumenical Prayer; 7:30 PM; 
Divine Providence Church, 2600 
Mayfair

Saturday, September 17

4-7 PM - Spaghetti Dinner - 
Westchester Community Church.  
Come join us for an evening of good 
food, raffles and door prizes.  $8 
for adults and $4 for children 5-10 
years, for further information please 
call the church office 708/865-1282. 
Monday, September 19: Religious 
Education Classes for Grades 7 
& 8 grade begin; 7 PM; Divine 
Providence School - Side Entrance

Monday, September 19-21

WMS 6th Grade Outdoor Education 
Westchester Public Schools.

Tuesday, September 20

Curriculum Night at Westchester 
Public Schools from 6:30 PM-8 PM 

Sponsor/Candidate  Meeting at 7:00 
PM at Divine Infant Jesus School, 
1640 Newcastle Avenue.  Contact 
Sr. Susan Majcen 708-865-8086 for 
more information.

Wednesday, September 21

All School mass at 8 AM at Divine 
Infant Jesus Church, 1600 Newcastle 
Avenue.  Come join us.  For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 865-0122.

Table Grace; 11:30 AM-1 PM; Grace 
Lutheran Church; 1101 Manchester 
Thursday, September 22:  Broadview 
Westchester Joint Water Agency.   
Westchester Village Hall, Community 
Room 6:00 PM

Saturday, September 24

Friends of the Library Annual Book 
Sale.  Hours are   Thursday, 6:00 – 
8:00 PM reserved for members only, 
Friday 10 AM – 5 PM, Saturday 10 
AM – Noon and 1 – 3 PM (Buck-A-
Bag special)  Contact Library at 708-
562-3573. 

Saturday, September 24

9:30 AM - 11:30 PM- Scrapbooking 
- Westchester Community Church 
Join us for a day of Scrapbooking 
rent a table to spread all your 
supplies out on, we provide the 
meals and snacks, call the church 
office at 708/865-1282 for more 
details.    
 
K-6 Religious Education Classes 
begin; 9:30 AM; Divine Providence 
School, 2500 Mayfair-Gym Entrance 

Sunday, September 25

“Meet Westchester Author Mary 
O’Donohue” and Book Signing.  1:30 
PM in Youth Department at Library.

Anointing of the Sick; 11:30 AM 
Mass; Divine Providence Church, 
2600 Mayfair 

Monday, September 26

Economic Development Committee 
Meeting, Westchester Village Hall, 
Community Room, 7:30 AM.

Tuesday, September 27

Village Board Meeting followed by 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  
Westchester Village Hall -Board 
Room, 7 PM

Wednesday, September 28

All School mass at 8 AM at Divine 
Infant Jesus Church, 1600 Newcastle 
Avenue.  Come join us.  For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 865-0122.

Thursday, September 29

High School Night at WMS from 
6:30 PM-8 PM.  Westchester Public 
Schools. 

Saturday, October 1

Insect Safari, 1 PM to 2 PM. 
Experienced entomologists will lead 
you out onto the Prairie to collect 

See CALENDAR, page 7
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are also scheduled to perform sewer 
relining in the High Ridge area, and are 
looking for additional dollars to relocate 
our sewer line, now located through 
the forest preserve located at Wakefield 
and Sunnyside, to Jackson and Brainard 
in LaGrange Park.  Unfortunately what I 
have learned as President of the Village is 
that if you do not have your own money 
to fund a project you are at the mercy of 
the governmental bodies that do possess 
the money.  However, our two sources for 
money aren’t faring much better than us.  
The State of Illinois is broke and terribly 
in debt, and the Federal Government is 
trying to reduce their costs to balance 
their budgets by eliminating millions of 
dollars that the states were accustomed 
to receiving via grants, loans, or with 
matching funds.  I can honestly say 
your governmental officials and staffs 
are trying to do their best in finding the 
resources to keep our town safe, secure, 
and maintained.

FROM THE BOARD
At our August 9th meeting there were 

several items under discussion.  Police 
Chief April Padalik presented draft 
ordinances and suggestions regarding 
Block Parties as well as updating our 
outdated Noise Ordinance. The Block 
Party Ordinance sets forth procedures 
for applying to have a block party, the 

location, time, noise levels, and additional 
regulations that require an emergency 
lane for Police, Fire, or Ambulance 
response.

The outdated Noise Ordinance 
approved back in 1938 was due for an 
upgrade as well.  The revised ordinance 
will reflect the current allowable 
standards in 2011.  Each summer 
more and more residents are having 
graduation parties with live bands and 
or D.J’s.  Presently our code does not 
adequately address these topics.  We 
believe the new ordinance will address 
those concerns as well as Construction, 
Demolition, Landscaping, Emergency 
Signaling, and Noise Sensitive Zones.  
After these ordinances are accepted and 
properly voted on they will be printed 
in a subsequent Newsletter as well as 
published as required by law.

Dennis Di Pasquale requested that the 
board remove the prohibition of having 
a metal shed from our current code.  
That’s right … up until now a metal 
shed was illegal.  Mr. Di Pasquale has 
asked the board to amend our code to 
allow metal sheds with the proviso that 
the shed, like any other real property, be 
maintained.  Unsightly unkempt sheds 
whether metal, wood or plastic that are 
in a state of disrepair will require “fixing 
up” to avoid being cited.  This measure 
was approved by the Board.

A resident approached the village in 
response to a complaint she had against 
a contractor’s failure to adequately 
complete a remodeling job to her home.  
Please note that each contractor is 

required to be registered with the Village, 
be insured, and provide a bonding 
certificate to the Village.  An ordinance 
was developed and passed allowing for 
claims against the bond through the 
Village.

A zoning variance was granted to a 
homeowner in the High Ridge section 
to build a garage on an irregular piece 
of property.  The variance request was 
heard by our Zoning Board of Appeals, 
chaired by Mr. Thomas Kopecky.  Their 
recommendation for approval was 
unanimously approved at a recent Board 
meeting.

Finance Director Janet Matthys 
presented a draft copy of a Revised 
Purchasing Policy for the village.  The 
policy covers a myriad of topics including 
but not limited to obtaining competitive 
quotes, professional services, methods 
of payment, code of ethics, conflicts 
of interest etc.  Each department head 
with purchasing authority will be 
held accountable for their spending of 
taxpayer dollars.

CROSS CONTROVERSY
As you may recall from our last 

newsletter, a Mr. Rob Sherman appeared 
before the Board complaining about the 
constitutionality of having a cross on 
public property just north of Roosevelt 
Rd. on Westchester Blvd. across from 
the Faith Lutheran Church.  Since that 
initial meeting the Village has been 
researching our legal options, as well 
as, performing independent research 
into the constitutionality of the cross 

placement.
At the time this newsletter went to 

press no decision had yet been reached.  
I, along with the entire Board, do not 
want the cross removed.  Village Manager 
Stan Urban and I have had a preliminary 
meeting with a representative of the 
church. Additional meetings with the 
Pastor and Church Leaders were being 
scheduled.

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY GRANT

The Village of Westchester recently 
received a $54,000.00 grant from the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) for 
retrofitting all of the light bulbs used 
throughout the Village Hall.  Project 
Manager Hope Garrett has been meeting 
with representatives of Twin Supplies 
who  delivered the retrofit supplies.  
Consistent with our ongoing GREEN 
initiatives the combination of LED 
and T8 bulbs will certainly reduce the 
amount of energy used at the Village 
Hall.  I must give credit to Deputy Police 
Chief Phil Kubisztal from LaGrange Park 
for alerting me to this opportunity.

UIC CAPSTONE PROJECT
Ms. Janis Ackerstrom, Co-chair of 

the village Economic Development 
Committee, learned of an opportunity 
to utilize the talents of a graduate school 
class from UIC.  An application was sent 

insects-not your garden variety. 
Further examination of these insects 
on the Prairie House Porch before 
releasing them.. $5 fee.  For more 
information call 708-351-1851 or 
visit savetheprairiesociety.org.  

Craft Fair; 9 AM - 3 PM; Divine 
Providence School, 2500 Mayfair

October 1-October 2

St. Vincent DePaul Appreciation 
Weekend; 5 PM. 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 
AM Masses,  Divine Providence 
Church, 2600 Mayfair

Monday, October 3

Friends of the Library Chess and 
Scrabble Game Night, 6:30 – 8:45 
PM at Library.  Membership in 
Friends required.  Membership table 
available on game nights.

Tuesday, October 4

All School Mass; 9 AM; Divine 
Providence Church, 2600 Mayfair 
Tuesday, October 4:  Pet Blessing; 

2:30 PM; Divine Providence Church 
Courtyard; 2550 Mayfair

Tuesday, October 4

The Divine Infant Jesus School 
student body will be Praying the 
Rosary -2:10 PM at Church, 1600 
Newcastle Avenue.  Come join us.  
For more information, contact the 
school office at 865-0122.

Tuesday, October 4

Grade 2 Reconciliation  Meeting 
at 7:00 PM at Divine Infant Jesus 
School, 1640 Newcastle Avenue.  
Contact Sr. Susan Majcen 708-865-
8086 for more information.

Wednesday, October 5

All School mass at 8 AM at Divine 
Infant Jesus Church, 1600 Newcastle 
Avenue.  For more information, 
contact the office at 865-0122.

Tuesday, October 5

Grade 1 Sacrament Intro Meeting 
at 7:00 PM at Divine Infant Jesus 
School, 1640 Newcastle Avenue.  
Contact Sr. Susan Majcen 708-865-
8086 for more information.

Wednesday, October 5-7

Parent Teacher Conferences, 
Westchester Public Schools 

Thursday, October 6

Early Dismissal for Students, 
Westchester Public Schools 

Friday, October 7

First Friday Adoration; 8 AM-7 PM, 
Divine Providence Ministry Center; 
2540 Mayfair

Fish and Chicken Fry, Westchester 
Community Church 4:30PM to 7:30 
PM.  Call church office for more 
details. 
 
No School for Students Westchester 
Public Schools.

Saturday, October 8

Market Day pick up at WMS from 
10:00 AM-10:30 AM Westchester 
Public Schools.

Monday, October 10

Columbus Day No School 
Westchester Public Schools.

Saturday, October 15

SAVE THE DATE! Open House 
for Westchester Fire and Police 
Departments

Assessment notices 

Proviso Township assessment notices mailed Aug. 12  

File a Residential Appeal online at:  www.cookcountyassessor.com 
or visit the Proviso Township office at 4565 W. Harrison St. Hillside, IL 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM-4 PM

Deadline to file an appeal is Sept. 12
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and accepted to the UIC CAPSTONE 
PROJECT.  The graduate students will 
perform a comprehensive review of 
the village policy manual, which was 
originally authored in 2006 and is 
overdue for a review. 

The graduate students will be charged 
with bringing our policies up to current 
standards.  When completed, the manual 
will be reviewed by our legal counsel 
and Village Administration before the 
Board review and adoption.  Thank you 
Janis for passing on this opportunity to 
the Village. 

LIQUOR COMMISSION HEARINGS
On August 4th,2011 I, as the Village 

Liquor Commissioner, convened several 
public hearings for violations of our 
liquor laws.  The violations were for sales 
of liquor to minors in conjunction with 
our Police Department undercover sting 
operation.  Some establishments had 
employees sell/serve alcoholic beverages 
to an under aged minor.  On December 
2010 employees of the following 
establishments were cited: Giordano’s, 
Circle K (Shell Service Station), Rocky’s 
Pizza, Westchester Inn, Signature Sports 
Grill, and JD’S Convenience store.  All of 
the employees charged appeared at the 
Maybrook Court and had their case heard 
by the Presiding Judge.  The hearings 
I held were for the license holders.  
Representatives of Giordano’s, Circle K, 
Rocky’s, and Westchester Inn appeared 
before me and were subsequently fined 
$1000.00 dollars, since this was their first 
offense.  Each apologized for violating 
the law and were allowed to explain 
what procedures they have initiated 
to prevent this from happening again.  
Signature Grill’s business and Liquor 
License was not renewed for 2011.       

On June 1st 2011 a similar sting resulted 
in charges against the employees of the 
Bistro After Dark, JD’s Convenience 
and A to Z liquors.  Again charges were 
submitted to Maybrook Court for the 
employees who sold/served.  The license 
holder of the Bistro was fined $1000.00 
since this was the first offense.   Cases 
for JD’S and A to Z were continued until 
August 31st at 2:30PM.

Westchester has 15 Liquor License 
Holders.  I would like to applaud the 
following establishments who did not 
sell/serve to our under aged minor on 
both occasions.  Jewel-Osco, Dominick’s 
Foods, BP Amoco at 825 Mannheim and 
11201 Cermak, Village Wine and Spirit 
at 1925 Mannheim, the Citgo station 
at 1950 Mannheim, and Christopher’s 
Speak Easy at 1929 Mannheim Rd.  Keep 
up the good work! 

As Liquor Commissioner I want to give 
notice to all of our liquor license holders 
that the Police Department will be doing 
additional stings as well as asking for 

verification that their employees have 
attended and have “Bassett” training.  
Late last year the Village Board passed 
an Ordinance that required any person 
holding a liquor license, manager, or 
any person selling/ serving/or handling 
alcoholic liquor to have attended 
Basset training within 60 day of their 
employment.  The certificates need to be 
available upon request.  Bassett training 
can be done on line or by contacting 
the Illinois State Liquor Commission 
web site for a list of venders that do 
the training.  Basset training is a class 
designed to educate persons handling 
liquor products to the effects of patrons 
who may be under 

SENIOR HEALTH QUEST FAIRE
On Wednesday September 21st 

the Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) in 
conjunction with Proviso Township 
Senior Services and the Village of 
Westchester will be hosting a Senior 
Health Quest Faire.  The Village was able 
to secure a site in the 31st and Wolf 
Road plaza to hold medical screening 
for seniors.  CAB committee member 
Mirika Sentongo initiated the concept 
several months ago, and she and the 
rest of her CAB members have been 
working hard to make it a reality.  The 
event will be held at the old ”Curves” 
suite at 3061 Wolf Road which is just 
north of The Westchester Inn (which 
has great Breaded Pork Tenderloin) from 
10am until 2pm.  Refreshments will be 
served. See additional information inside 
the newsletter.

TOWN HALL MEETING 
On Monday September 26th, 

Congressman Danny Davis will be 
hosting a Town Hall meeting at the Village 
Hall.  The meeting will begin at 7 PM.  
Congressman Davis represents a good 
portion of Westchester and has been a 
friend of Westchester in Washington D.C.  
At last year’s meeting Congressman Davis 
took many a question from our residents.  
Please plan on attending.  Refreshments 
will be served.

METROPOLITAN WATER 
RECLAMATION DISTRICT (MWRD) 
NEWS

On Thursday August 11th I 
appeared before the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District Board at 
their regularly scheduled meeting to 
lend support to the awarding of the 
preliminary engineering contracts to 
make the Addison Creek mitigation plan 
a reality.  Christopher Burke Engineering 
was awarded the contract to do the 
reservoir preliminary engineering 
and Hey and Associates Engineering 
was awarded the contract to do the 
preliminary engineering for channel 
improvements.  The Board Room was 
filled to capacity with persons from 
the western suburbs, including a large 
contingency from the Town of Cicero, 
asking for assistance from the MWRD 

to control flooding.  MWRD President 
O’Brien and his Board of Commissioners 
expressed their commitment to do 
whatever the District can to help all 
areas of the county.  I am very pleased 
that the Board approved this first step in 
addressing the Addison Creek flooding 
issue.

While at the MWRD meeting I was 
able to speak with Commissioner 
Mariyana Spyropoulos and thank her for 
her “Friends of the Water” Newsletter.  
Please log onto web site www.mwrd.
org to read some very informative water 
related topics. 

RECYCLING EVENT 
On Saturday August 13th the Village of 

Westchester held its monthly Electronic 
Waste Recycling event.  Also we held our 
first Latex and Oil Based Paint recycling 
event.  This is the third consecutive 
month that we have completely filled 
the marine container with electronics.  
In fact we had to solicit the help of the 
fire department to assist us with putting 
all the large TV sets into the box which 
we barely had enough space to close the 
door.  Thank you to your participation 
and not placing those items in our 
landfills.

The paint recycling went equally as 
well with the collection of Latex and oil 
based paint.  We collected over 700 cans 
throughout the morning.  Additional 
hazardous waste products were dropped 
off and were be taken to an IEPA site.  I 
would like to personally thank all of our 
volunteers who worked continuously 
all morning and into the afternoon ( 
even through the thunderstorm) to 
organize the dropped off items.  The 
paint Recycling was a special event 
and will not be accepted until another 
special drop off event is scheduled.  

Please watch the Newsletter for more 
information once it has been schedule.  
Please do not bring any additional paint 
products at this time, since they are no 
longer being accepted.   

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
I am in receipt of many a call and 

email concerning the change in the 
appearance of privately owned property 
in our town.  Being a lifelong resident 
and former employee I share the same 
observation.  It appears at times that 
there are properties that could use some 
elbow grease or sweat equity to spruce 
up their appearance.  These minor 
improvements sure would go a long way 
in putting a better look on the town.  I am 
asking for all of us to spend a little extra 
time trimming bushes and cutting grass 
in a timely manner.  If your neighbor is 
unable to perform these tasks and you 
are able, please t some time to offer your 
assistance.  In the long run we all benefit.  
Property values rise when everything 
looks nice and neat.  To those who have 
kept up their properties thank you for 
doing your part to keep Westchester 
Beautiful.  Remember this is our town 
and we want to keep it looking great. 

PEOPLE TO KNOW
On August 12, 2011, over a dozen 

veterans from the Chicagoland area 
were honored for their military service 
at the McCook Athletic Exposition 
Center. The Silver Star Service Banner 
awards were presented by Cook 
County Commissioner Jeffrey Tobolski 
to veterans of wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Korea, and Vietnam. Mr. Thomas J. Higgins 
of Westchester was presented with a 
Silver Star Service Banner for his service 
in the Army during the Vietnam War. 
The Village of Westchester would like to 
congratulate Mr. Higgins and thank him 
for his service. 

People you should know…..

On August 12, 2011, over a dozen veterans from the Chicagoland 
area were honored for their military service at the McCook Athletic 
Exposition Center. The Silver Star Service Banner awards were 
presented by Cook County Commissioner Jeffrey Tobolski to veterans 
of wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Korea, and Vietnam. Mr. Thomas J. Higgins 
of Westchester was presented with a Silver Star Service Banner for his 
service in the Army during the Vietnam War. The Village of Westchester 
would like to congratulate Mr. Higgins and thank him for his service. 

Public Works employee Steve Crowley and 
President Pulia discuss the details of the Public 
Works grinding project.

Public Works’ employees Mike Otters and Ubal-
do Rodriguez manning the grinding machine.
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